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“The matter pertaining to the report of the ICC dated 20.12.2018 with regard to
sexual harassment by Prof. Arabi U. is taken up for consideration by the Syndicate
under the Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor.

The Syndicate has carefully examined the report of the ICC dated 20.12.2018 and
the materials / evidences considered and relied upon by the ICC. The Syndicate has
further carefully scrutinized the testimony of the witnesses, based on which the ICC has
submitted the report. The reasons assigned by the ICC in support of its report are also
carefully analyzed in light of the complaint of the victim and having regard to the entire
facts and circumstances of the case.

The Syndicate has also carefully considered the representation dated 30-01-2019
submitted by Prof. Arabi U and has given anxious consideration to each and every
aspect and grounds urged by Prof. Arabi U. The said representation is hopelessly barred
by law of limitation. Further, no reason has been assigned explaining the delay.
Notwithstanding the same, the Syndicate has consciously considered the grounds urged
therein on merit with an open mind. The grounds attacking the ICC report do not have
any merit are substance in them. Prof. Arabi has colossally failed to show as to how the
ICC report is per se false or baseless. The Syndicate is of the opinion that the objections
of Prof. Arabi U have been made for the sake of opposing the report of ICC. Hence, the
Syndicate is left with no other choice than to reject his objections as baseless.

The report of ICC provides overwhelming evidence and the Syndicate is in
complete agreement with the same. The entire episode shocks the conscious of the
Syndicate. Hence, the Syndicate considers this as a fit case in the interest of justice to
propose the action of imposition of penalty on Prof. Arabi U. in accordance with law.

Since the misconduct committed by Prof. Arabi U. is major and serious, the
Syndicate proposes to impose major punishment of dismissal. However, the Syndicate
deems it fit and proper to issue a show cause notice Dr. Arabi U as to why the
punishment of dismissal shall not be imposed by serving 15 days clear notice with
immediate effect considering the gravity of the situation.

Further, since the victim has communicated to the University specifically
expressing the consent to initiate appropriate legal action against the delinquent Prof.
Arabi U. the Syndicate apprehends that there is every danger of victimizing the victim of
sexual harassment, destruction of evidence, threat to the witnesses in view of the fact
that the delinquent professor namely Prof. Arabi U. is still in service and very much
available in the campus of the University holding an influential position of Research
Guide, having regard to various relevant factors the Syndicate deems it fit and proper to



place Prof. Arabi U. under suspension for one month or until the completion process of
hearing of Dr. Arabi U. with regard to the proposed punishment is heard, whichever is
earlier. This resolution has been passed by the Syndicate unanimously after holding
detailed deliberations at length by each and every member”.

The Syndicate has also unanimously resolved to recommend to The Principal
Secretary to the Government (Higher Education), Govt. of Karnataka to initiate
appropriate disciplinary action against Prof. A. M. Khan, who was serving as the
Registrar, in respect of serious dereliction of duty committed particularly in handling
the case of sexual harassment of Ms. XYC (Name of the victim is not disclosed, but
available in record). Despite the submission of report by ICC on 20.12.2018. Prof.
A. M. Khan the then Registrar, had not taken the said report on record during the course
of official proceedings, nor brought the same to the notice of Vice Chancellor
nor the then Syndicate. Further, he has not taken the representation on Prof. Arabi U
dated 31.01.2019 on record. The report of the ICC dated 20.12.2018 came to light only
when the communication to this effect was received from the Karnataka State Women’s
Commission. The present Registrar has brought the said report to the notice of the
Syndicate of Mangalore University on 09.10.2020. The Syndicate is of the view that
Prof. Khan has committed grave misconduct by abdicating the statutory obligations
enjoined on him besides tarnishing the image of the University. The Syndicate has
taken cognizance of this laxcity and considers this as a fit case to initiating action in
accordance with law. Hence, appropriate disciplinary action may be initiated againist
him by the Hon’ble Government of Karnataka.
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