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MODERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONS 

Learning Objectives: 

1. To understand the theoretical formulations of Revolution. 

2. To know the pattern of Revolutions and their various stages 

3. To find out the factors those cause revolutions and their conclusions. 

4. To understand the legacies of great revolutions that took place in Modern Europe. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following 

1. Understand the theories expounded by thinkers on the cause, nature, stages and 

conclusions of Revolutions. 

2. Understand different  revolutions that took place in different parts of  Europe and their 

contributions. 

3. Understand the legacies as well as the changes that revolutions caused politically, 

socially, economically, culturally etc. 

*** 

 

1. Theoretical Considerations: Marx on the nature of Revolutions- Crane Brinton and the 

anatomy of Revolutions – Theda Skocpol and the structure of social Revolutions. 

   

2. The English Revolution: fall of absolutism- rise of constitutional monarchy-impact on 

European society and polity. 

 

3. The French Revolution: The ancient regime – the economic, social and political issues – 

the waning of the aristocracy and the self-assertion of the bourgeoisie – the ideological 

role of the philosophers - principles of the Revolution and their fulfilment – the 

continental impact. 
 

4. The Industrial Revolution: The inventions and discoveries – the factory system – 

industrial capitalism – impact on society and economy – the intellectual impact. 

 

5. 1848 Revolutions: Revolutions in France, Austria-Hungary and other countries – nature - 

Role of Nationalism -Kossuth- success and failure of liberalism-Frankfurt parliament.. 

 

6. The Russian Revolution: The Tsarist despotism in Russia – Westernization and its 

problems – contradictions in Russian society – Marx and Russia – Mensheviks and 

Bolsheviks – the Leninist coup – Nationalization – NEP and the Five Year Plans. 
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