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CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW -SYLLABUS  

EL – 001: Concept, Origin and Evolution of Environmental Law – 

Scope, Importance and Concept of Environment – Meaning, Definition and its evolution in 
Ancient India; Medieval India; During British period and Post – Independence Period; 
Ecosystem-Different kinds of Environmental Pollution-Air Pollution; Sources and types of 
Pollutants; Noise Pollution standards, Noise control and abatement measures: Types and sources 
of water pollution; Soil Pollution control; sources of Thermal, Marine Pollution and Radioactive; 
Causes and effects of Environmental Pollution-Impact of Environmental Pollutions on Ecology 
and Eco-Systems; Global Warming- Climate Change- Ozone depletion- Environmental Ethics- 
Environment and Governance. Environment and Sustainable Development.  

EL – 002: Environmental Law – International Approach 

Environmental Conventions and Declarations: Stockholm Conference on Human Environment 
1972, Montreal Protocol, 1987, Conference of Parties (COPs), Basel Convention (1989, 1992), 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (1971), Earth Summit at Rio de Janeiro, 1992, Agenda-21, 
Global Environmental Facility (GEF), Convention on Biodiversity (1992), UNFCCC, Kyoto 
Protocol, 1997, Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), Earth Summit at Johannesburg, 2002, 
RIO+20, UN Summit on Millennium Development Goals, 2000, Copenhagen Summit, 2009. 
IPCC, UNEP, IGBP and United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

EL – 003: Constitution and Legislative Dimensions on Environment: 

Indian Constitution – Fundamental Rights  - Article 21; Right to live in a healthy environment; 
Right to safe drinking water; Constitutional Remedies under Articles 32 and 226; Public Interest 
Litigation; Judicial Development- Strict Liability; Doctrine of Absolute Liability; Polluter Pays 
Principles; Precautionary Principle; Public Trust Doctrine; Doctrine of Sustainable 
Development-Directive Principles of State Policies under Articles 48 and 48-A; Fundamental 
Duties Article 51 (g). Salient features of Environmental Legislations; Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972, Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, Forest Conservation Act, 1980, Air 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, Public 
Liability Insurance Act 1991, Biological Diversity Act 2002.National Green Tribunal Act 2010.  

EL   -004: Enforcement Mechanism: 

Pollution Control Boards, Powers and functions of Central & State Boards; Remedies 
against Environmental Pollution – Civil remedies; Criminal Remedies; NHRC and 
SHRC; Municipal Solid Waste [Management & Handling] Rules; Hazardous waste             
[Management, Handling & Trans boundary movement] Rules. Coastal Zone 
Regulations-Environment Impact Assessment- Environment Audit  

EL -005: Project Work: 

Students are required to write a Project Report on any relevant legal issues relating to 
Environmental laws. The topic may be chosen by the candidate in consultation with the 
course teacher/guide. 
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