
SEMESTER – I 

Five papers from among the following: 

Paper No. Hist. 401 – 100 marks  – Historiographical Traditions in Pre-Modern India.  

Paper No. Hist. 402 – 100 marks  - Colonialism and Nationalism in East Asia 

Paper No. Hist. 403 – 100 marks  - Colonial Processes in India 

Paper No. Hist. 404 – 100 marks  - Art and Architecture in Karnataka to A.D.14
th
 Century 

Paper No. Hist. 405 – 100 marks  -  Modern Karnataka (c.1750-1956) 

Paper No. Hist. 406 – 100 marks  – Society, Economy and Polity under Vijayanagara 

Paper No. Hist. 407 – 100 marks  -  Knowledge Systems in Pre-Modern India 

 

SEMESTER – II 

Five papers from among the following: 

Paper No.Hist.451 – 100 marks  - Modern Indian Historiography 

Paper No.Hist.452 – 100 marks  - Colonialism and Nationalism in West Asia 

Paper No.Hist.453 – 100 marks  - Making of the Indian Nation 

Paper No.Hist.454 – 100 marks  -  Social Formations in Early India 

Paper No.Hist.455 – 100 marks  -  Society and Economy in Early Karnataka to A.D.1000 

Paper No.Hist.456 – 100 marks  - Economic and Social Processes in Medieval Karnataka 

 

SEMESTER – III 

Five papers from among the following: 

Choice based paper – Hist. 501 - 100 marks - India‟s Struggle for Freedom 1857 – 1947 

Paper No.Hist.502 – 100 marks  -  Philosophy and Methods of History 

Paper No.Hist.503 – 100 marks  -  Theories of Colonialism and Imperialism 

Paper No.Hist.504 – 100 marks  -  Modern European Revolutions 

Paper No.Hist.505 – 100 marks  -  Contemporary World 

Paper No.Hist.506 – 100 marks  -  Orientalism with reference to India 

Paper No.Hist.507 – 100 marks  -  Tamilakam in Early Historical Period 

 

SEMESTER – IV 

Five papers from among the following: 

Paper No.Hist.551 – 100 marks  -  Historiography in Modern West 

Paper No.Hist.552 – 100 marks  -  Modern World Systems 

Paper No.Hist.553 – 100 marks  -  State in Early India 

Paper No.Hist.554 – 100 marks  -  Intellectual History of Modern Europe 

Paper No.Hist.555 – 100 marks  -  State and Society in Contemporary India 

Paper No.Hist.556 – 100 marks  -  Feudal Society 

Paper No.Hist.557 – 100 marks  -  State and Society in India (c.A.D.1000-1800) 

 



Paper No: Hist. 401 
 

HISTORIOGRAPHICAL TRADITIONS IN PREMODERN INDIA 

1. Indian sense of the Past – the colonial construction of an historical society and 

its explanations – the use of such construction – the meaning of historical 

consciousness – Eurocentrism – the Indian perceptions  – the word and the 

thing- the concept of time in ancient India. 

 

2. The expressions of historical consciousness in the Vedic texts – the social 

context of a lineage-based society – the genres – the gatha, narasamsi, 

akhyana and danastuti – concern with origins, genealogies and hero-lauds – 

their contexts and function – legitimation of those in or aspiring for power – 

sanctioning social positions. 

 

3. The Buddhist and Jain texts – the new socio-political milieu – changing 

expressions of historical consciousness – origin myths of groups and chiefly 

houses – emerging centres of power and their legitimacy – the functions of the 

new expressions – legitimation of the new order of incipient state systems. 

 

4. The itihasa-purana tradition – the epics – one age looking at its past – 

historicity or historical consciousness? – the continuity of the tradition from 

Vedic times – the suta-magadha tradition – the akhyanas and upakhyanas – 

their function – origins, genealogies and achievements of individuals – the 

Puranic vamsanucaritas – Pargiter‟s argument – the crystallisation of the 

tradition – its features. 

 

5. The early medieval expressions – the changing socio-political context and its 

new demands – the prasastis – from Allahabad to the medieval prasastis – 

nature and function – the historical biographies – Harsacarita and other works 

– dynastic chronicle – Mushikavamsa and Rajatarangini – the expressions in 

regional languages the Tamil ulas  and paranis. 

 

6. The Turko-Persian Traditions – Al Biruni – Barani – legitimation of the new 

polity – the royal autobiographies – Babur and Jahangir – Abul Fazl: 

biography and gazetteers – Firishta. 

 

Readings 

Brockington, C.F., The Righteous Rama, Oxford University Press. 

Bulcke, Kamil, Ramakatha. 

Pargiter, F.E., Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, London, 1924. 

 "    ", The Puranic Accounts of the Dynasties of the Kali Age, Delhi, 1927. 

Pathak, V.S., Ancient Historians of India, Delhi, 1966. 

A.K.Warder,  An Introduction to Indian Historiography. 



Philips, C.H., ed., Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, London, 1961. Oxford 

University Press. 

Sankalia, H.D. Ramayana: Myth or Reality. 

Thapar Romila, Exile and the Kingdom, Bangalore, 1978. 

"      ", Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Delhi, 1975. 

"      ", Cultural Pasts New Delhi, 2001. 

"      ", Interpreting Early India, New Delhi, 1992. 

"      ", “Of Biographies and Kings” The Book Review, vol. xxi, No. 8, August 1997 

Henri Elliot and Charles Dowson,  History of India as Told by Its Own Historians  8 

vols. 

J.S.Grewal,  Medieval India: History and Historians 

Harbans Mukhia, Historians and Historiography in the Reign of Akbar. 

K.A.Nizami, On History and Historians of Medieval India. 

Mohibul Hasan, ed., Historians of Medieval India. 

Peter Hardy, Historians of Medieval India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist. 402  

 

COLONIALISM AND NATIONALISM IN EAST ASIA 

 

1. Colonialism and the rise of Europe 1492-1688: explaining 1492 – colonialism and 

capitalism in the 16
th
 century: precious metals, plantations and their effects - colonialism 

and capitalism in the 17
th

 century – the centration of capitalism. 

 

2. The Rise and fall of Western Empire in Asia 1500- 1800: The Portuguese and the 

Dutch in Asia 1498-1700 –From trading companies to free trade imperialism – the British 

and their rivals in Asia 1700-1800. 

 

3. The Establishment of Colonial Regimes 1800-1914: The World economic System in 

Asia before European hegemony – European expansion: the Dutch realm in the 

Indonesian Archipelago and the capitalist culture system – Britain and France in Vietnam 

– capitalist penetration and scramble for concessions in China – European entry into 

Japan and Aristocratic Revolution. 

 

4. Nationalism in East Asia: Contradictions in colonialism: economy, society and state – 

theories and patterns of nationalism – regional rebellions and reforms – the colonial 

policy and national movements in China, Malaya, Indonesia and Indo-China – Meiji 

reform and rise of militarism.   

 

5. The End of European Colonial Empires: World War II and Japanese occupation of 

South-East-Asia – Colonial Restoration and Struggles for Independence – Revolution and 

Decolonisation.  

 

 

Reading List: 

1. Edward Said, Orientalism. 

2. _________, Culture and Imperialism. 

3. Ronald Inden, Imagining India. 

4. Francois Bernier, Travels in the Moghul Empire 1656-1668. 

5. James Mill, The history British India. 

6. Bearce George, British Attitudes towards India. 

7. David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Bengal Renaissance. 

8. Philip Mason, The Men who ruled India. 

9. Hegel, Philosophy of History.  

10. Karl Wttfogel, Oriental Despotism. 

11. Brendon O‟Lehary, The Asiatic Mode of Production. 

12. Max Weber, Protestant Ethics and Spirit of Capitalism. 

13. Barry Hindess and Hirst Q, Pre-Capitalist Modes of production 

14. Bailey Anne and Llobera Josep (Ed), The Asiatic Mode of Production. 

15. Bipan Chandra, Karl Marx, his theories of Asian Societies 

16. Panniker K.M, Asia and Western Dominance. 

17. Donald F Lach, Asia in the Making of Europe. Volume I an III. 



18. Hall D.G.E, A history of South East Asia. 

19. Bullard D, The Struggle for Asia. 

20. Fielhouse D.K, The Colonial Empires. 

21. _______, Economics and Empire. 

22. Jeffrey Robin, Asia: the winning of Independence. 

23. Edgar Snow, The Red Star over China. 

24. Anthony D. Smith, Theories of Nationalism. 

25. Bendict Anderson, Imagined Community 

26. Hayes C.J.H, Essays on Nationalism. 

27. Bernard Porter, Lions Share. 

28. Ramakrishna Mukherji, The rise and fall of East India Company  

29. Hugh Seton Watson, Nations and States- an enquiry into the rights of Nations and politics 

of Nationalism. 

30. Nathaniel Fiefer, The Far East. 

31. Peter Lowe, Britain in the Far East. 

32. Edwin E Moise, Modern China. 

33. Immanuel C.Y.Htsu, The History modern China. 

34. Livingston (Ed), Imperial Japan 

35. ____________, Post War Japan. 

36. Ardath W.Burks, Japan-Profile of a PostIndustrial Power. 

37. Edwin O Reischaeur, Japan – Story of a Nation. 

38. Kenneth P Pyle, The Making of Modern Japan. 

39. Richard Story, Japan and the Decline of West in Asia 1894- 1943. 

40. Tate DJM, the making of Modern South East Asia. 2 volumes. 

41. Ryan N.J, A history of Malaysia and Singapore. 

42. Sardesai, South East Asia – Past and Present. 

43. Recklips, A short History of modern Indonesia. 

44. Khoo Khey Kim, History of South-South East and East Asia. 

45. Herald M Vinanke, The short History of South East Asia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist. 403  

 

                                                       COLONIAL PROCESSES IN INDIA 

 

I. European Trade and Politics in India – The English East India Company – 

Traders to conquerors – Modes of conquest – military and political – the thesis 

of the `reluctant conqueror‟. 
 

II. The nature of the colonial state – The Company and the Crown – 

administration and the levers of control – The bureaucracy – Princes and the 

Paramountcy – Revenue Settlements – The economic idioms of colonial 

control – The commercial, industrial and financial capitalism at work – The 

impact on the village and city. 

 

III. The colonial ideology of “improvement” and its use – Administrative, social, 

economic and moral engineering as the legitimation of British rule – The 

tutorial claims of the colonial rule in India – Colonial knowledge – Its 

production and subjugative powers – The colonial perceptions of history and 

peoples of the colony – historiography – census – ethnography – the museums, 

gazetteers, administrative manuals and maps – colonial science and medicine. 
 

IV. The educational mode of conquest – English education – Creation of the 

`Middle Class‟ – the Press – Use of the Gospel – Racial Relations in the 

colony – Indian response to Racism in India and outside. 

 

V. Differential impact of colonialism – Contradictions between colonial claims 

and performance. 
 

Readings: 

Seeley, Expansion of England (1883), (Chicago University Press, 1968). 

Thompson and Garratt, Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule in India, (Central Book 

Depot, Allahabad, 1969). 

S. Gopal, British Policy in India (1858-1905), (Orient Longman, 1975). 

Palme Dutt, India To-Day, (Manisha Granthalaya, Reprint 1983). 

Bipan Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India, (People‟s 

Publishing House, New Delhi, Reprint 1982). 

Francis Hutchins, The Illusion of Permanence British Imperialism in India, (Princeton, 

1967). 

George D. Bearce, British Attitudes Towdards India (1784-1858), (Oxford, 1961). 

Eric Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India, (Oxford, 1959). 

Thomas R. Metcalf, Ideologies of the Raj, (Cambridge University Press, 1995). 

Bernard S. Cohn, Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge, (Oxford, 1996). 

Bernard S. Cohn,  An Anthropologist Among the Historians and Other Essays, (Oxford 



University Press, 1990). 

Peter Robb, The Concept of Race in South Asia, (Oxford University Press) 

Thomas Trautmann, Aryans and British India, (Vistaar Sage, New Delhi, 1996). 

Gauri Vishwanathan, Masks of Conquest Literary Study and the British Rule in India, 

(Oxford India, Reprint 1998). 

Carol A Breckenridge and Peter Van der Veer, (eds), Orientalism and Post-Colonial 

Predicament: Perspectives on South Asia, (Oxford India, 1996). 

Kate Teltscher, India Inscribed: European and British Writing on India 1600-1800, 

(Oxford India, 1997). 

Radhika Singha, A Despotism of Law Crime and Justice in Early Colonial India, (Oxford 

India, 2000). 

C.A. Bayly, Rulers Townsmen and Bazaar, (Oxford India, Reprint 1998). 

C.A. Bayly,  Empire and Information, (Cambridge, 1998). 

Ranajit Guha, A Rule of Property for Bengal, (Orient Longman, 1982). 

R.C. Majumdar, British Paramountcy and the Indian Renaissance, Pts. I & II. (Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan) 

R.C. Majumdar,  Struggle for Freedom, (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan) 

A.K. Bagchi, The Political Economy of Under-development, (Orient Longmann). 

B.R. Tomlinson, The Economy of Modern India, (Cambridge University Press) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist. 404  

 

ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF KARNATAKA TO AD 14
TH

 CENTURY 

 

I.       Historiography and Sources: Burgess, Fergusson, Percy Brown,  Henry Cousens, 

Alexander Rea Later works- Manasara, Inscriptions and Monuments – the Nagara, 

Vesara and Dravida traditions. 
 

II.      Pre-Badami Chalukya art and architecture: Sites connected with the Satavahana period 

art -The Kadambas –important monuments-main features- the Gangas of Talakad- 

places connected with their monuments- important basadis- temples- sculptures-

pillars. Role of ideology- religious groups. 

 

 

III. Badami Chalukya art and architecture- the cave temples – Badami – Aihole - 

characteristic features – the experiments at Pattadakal – important sites of structural 

temples-Mahakuta –Alampur- main features-cave paintings. 

 

IV. Rashtrakuta art and architecture – different types of temples- sites of rock-cut 

architecture-main features-Structural temples-important sites-main features. 
 

V.     The Chalukyas of Kalyan and the Hoysalas of Dorasamudra- places connected with the 

Chalukya monuments- characteristic features-places connected with the Hoysala 

temples- main features- differences and similarities between the two styles of 

architecture.  

 

SELECT READING LIST:  

1. Acharya, P.K., Indian Architecture According to Manasara, (Oxford, 1921) 

2.  _______.                     Architecture of Manasara, (Oxford, 1933) 

3.  _______.                     An Encyclopaedia of Hindu Architecture, (London, 1946) 

4.  _______.                     A Dictionary of Hindu Architecture, (London, 1927) 

5. Agrawala, Vasudeva, S., Studies in Indian Art, (Varanasi, 1965) 

6. _______.                Evolution of the Hindu Temple and other Essays, (Varanasi, 1979) 

7. Annigere, A.M. Pattadakal Gaudigalu, Ihole:Samskriti mattu Kale, (Kannada), (1960) 

8. Banerjee, J.N., The Development of Hindu Iconography, (Calcutta, 1956) 

9. Bharata Iyer, Indian Art-A Short Introduction, (Bombay,1958)  

10. Brown, Percy., Indian Architecture, 3
rd

 edition, (Bombay, 1956) 

11. Burgess, James, Report of the First Seasons’s Operations in Belgaum and Kaladgi 

Districts, ASI, (London, 1874).  

12. Coomaraswamy, A.K., Yaksas, I-II, (Washington, 1928-31) 

13. ______.                         History of Indian and Indonesian Art, (London, 1927) 

14. Cousens, Henry., The Chalukyan Architecture of the Kanarese Districts, (Calcutta, 1926) 

15. ______.                    Medieval Temples of the Dakhan, (Calcutta, 1931) 

16. Das Gupta,S.N. Fundamentals of Indian Art, (Bombay,1960) 



17. Deneck,M.M, Indian Sculpture-Masterpieces of Indian , Khmer and Chams Art, (London, 

1962) 

18. Desai, Devangana., Erotic Sculptures of India; A Socio-Cultural Study, (New Delhi, 

1985) 

19. Fabri,Charles. Discovering Indian Sculpture, (New Delhi, 1970) 

20. Fergusson, James, Illustrations of the Rock Cut Temples of India, (London, 1845) 

21. ______.              Architecture in Dharwar and Mysore, (London, 1866) 

22. ______.             History of Indian and Eastern Architecture, Vol. I-II, (Delhi, 1967) 

23. ______.              The Cave Temples of India, (London, 1880) 

24. Gopinatha Rao,T.A. Elements of Hindu Iconography, (Madras, 1914) 

25. Goswami, A., The Art of the Rashtrakutas, (Bombay, 1958) 

26. Gravely, P.H., An Outline of Indian Temple Architecture, (Madras, 1932) 

27. Gupta,J.P.Introducing Indian Art, (New Delhi, 1963)  

28. Gupte, R.S. The Art and Architecture of Aihole, (Bombay, 1967) 

29. Gupte, R.S., and Mahajan, B.D., Ajanta, Ellora and Aurangabad Caves, (Bombay, 1962) 

30. Gururajabhat,P. Antiquities of South Kanara, (Udupi,1969). 

31. _____. Studies in Tuluva History and Culture, (Manipal,1975.) 

32. Harle, James.C. Temple Gateways in South India,(Oxford, 1963). 

33. Havell,E.B. A Handbook of Indian Art, (Varanasi, 1972). 

34. ________. The Ancient and Medieval Architecture of India, (London, 1915) 

35. ________. The Ideals of Indian Art, (Delhi, 1962) 

36. Jagadisha Ayyar, South Indian Shrines, (Madras, 1920). 

37. Kamalapur,J.N. The Deccan Forts, (Bombay,1961)  

38. Kelleson Collyer, The Hoysala Artists, Their Identity and Styles, (Mysore, 1990) 

39. Longhurst, A.H., Hampi Ruins, (Madras, 1917) 

40. Mahalingalm, T.V., South Indian Temple Complex.  

41. Marg Puboication, Homage to Sravanabelgola,  

42. Meister, Encyclopaedia of Indian Temple Architecture, South India, Vol. II, (Delhi, 1988) 

43. Nagaraja Rao,M.S., Ed. The Chalukyas of Badami, (Bangalore, 1974) 

44. ______. The Chalukyas of Kalyan, (Bangalore, 1983) 

45. Narasimhchar, R., The Kesava Temple at Somanathapura, MAR, Series, No.1, 

(Bangalore, 1917)  

46.  ______.              The Kesava Temple at Belur,     "  No.2, (Bangalore, 1919) 

47. ______.                The Lakshmidevi Temple at Doddagaddavalli, " No.3, (Bangalore, 

1919) 

48. Parimoo, R., et al., (ed.) Ellora Caves:Sculptures and Architecture, (New Delhi, 1988) 

49. Pramod Chandra., Studies in Indian Temple Architecture, (New Delhi, ?) 

50. Rambach Pierre and Vitold de Golish., The Golden Age of Indian Art, 5
th

-13
th
 Century, 

(London, 1955) 

51. Rajashekara, S., Art and Architecture of Karnataka, (                ) 

52. Rea, Alexander., Chalukyan Architecture, (1899) 

53. Rowland Benjamin., The Art and Architecture of India, (London, 1953) 

54. Saraswathi, A Survey of Indian Sculpture, (Calcutta, 1957) 

55. S.Settar., The Hoysala Temples, (Dharwar, 1987) 

56. ______. Hoysala Sculpture in the National Museum Copenhagen, (Copenhagen, 1975) 

57. ______.         Sravanabelgola, 1981. 

58. Shivarama Karanth, Karnatakadalli Chitrakale, (Kannada), (1971) 

59. Sivarama Murthi, C. The Art of India, (New York,   ) 

60. ______. Indian Sculpture, (New Delhi, 1961). 

61. ______. Nolamba Sculptures in the Madras Govt. Museum, (Madras, 1964). 

62. Smith,V.A, A History of Fine Art in India and Ceylon, II edition, (Oxford, 1930) 



63. Srinivasan, K.R, Temples of South India, (New Delhi, 1972). 

64. Srinivasan, T.N., South Indian Images, (Tirupathi, 1954) 

65. Soundara Rajan, K.V., Art of South India: Deccan, (Delhi, 1980) 

66.  _______.  Early Temple Architecture in Karnataka and Ramification, (Dharwad, 1969) 

67. ______. Indian Temple Styles, (New Delhi, 1972). 

68. Srikanta Sastri, S., Hoysala Vastushilpa,        "         (1965)  

69. Stella Kramarisch, Indian Sculpture, (Pennsylvania, 1960). 

70. _______. The Art of India, (London, 1964) 

71. Stein, Burton., South Indian Temples; An Analytical Study, (New Delhi, 1977) 

72. Sundara, A., Karnataka Pragaitihasika Kalada Kale, (B‟lore, 1994) 

73. Vatsayana, Kapila., Dance in Indian Painting, (New Delhi, 1982) 

74. Venkoba Rao, B., Mysoru Desada Vastushipa,  in Kannada, (1928) 

75. Zimmer, Heinrich., Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilization, (Newyork, 1946) 
 

 

      ********* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist. 405  

 

MODERN KARNATAKA (c. AD 1750- 1956)  

 

I. Introduction: Historiography – the Eighteenth century debate - Karnataka at the beginning 

of the 18
th
 Century – South Indian politics and their repercussions. 

 

II. Karnataka under Haiderali and Tipu Sultan: British Imperialism and Haiderali- Tipu 

Sultan‟s search for legitimacy- attempts at modernization –State & religion- „Confrontations 

with Colonialism?‟ Karnataka in 1799 – „Partition of Karnataka‟ 

III. Colonialism in Karnataka:  Mysore and Coorg as Protectorates – Territories under 

Colonial Rule: Madras Karnataka, Bombay Karnataka - Hyderabad Karnataka – Peasant 

unrests in Protectorates and annexed territories: Nagara and Canara – Coorg Rebellions - 

Commissioners‟ Rule in Mysore and Coorg – Restoration in Mysore. 

 

IV. Karnataka 1881-1947: Social Legislations – Western Education – Industrialization –

Public Works- Plantations – Political Reforms – towards responsible Government – 

„Renaissance‟ in Karnataka -  Diwans‟ regime and Mysore as a  “Model State”   

V. Nationalism in Karnataka:  Early Phase of   Congress Politics – Non-Brahmin 

mobilizations - Freedom Movement in Princely Mysore and British territories – Towards 

Unification, 1956 – the Mahajan Report   

Select Readings: 

Bowring L.B.,  Haidar Ali & Tippu Sultan and the Struggle with Muslim Powers, 1893. 

F. Hamilton Buchanan,   A Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mysore, Canara, 

Malabar, 1807. 

Campbel J.M., (Ed,),  Belgaum District Gazetteer, 1884. 

-----------------,            Bijapur District Gazetteer, 1884. 

-----------------             Canara District Gazetter, (2parts), 1883. 

----------------               Dharwad District Gazetter, 1884. 

Hayavadana Rao. C,   History of Mysore (3 Vols), 1943-46. 

-----------------------,    (Ed.,) Mysore Gazetteer, (5 Vols), 1927-30. 

Joyser, G.R,     History of Mysore and the Yadava Dynasty, 1950. 

Krishna Row, P.,   Brief History of Mysore, 1868. 

                              Madras District Gazetteer, Bellary District, 1904. 

I.M.Muthanna,         A Tiny Model State of South India: Coorg. 1955. 

Rice B.L.,               Mysore and Coorg Gazetteer (3 Vols.) 1896-97. 

-----------,               Mysore and Coorg from Inscriptions, 1909. 

Richter G.,            Manual of Coorg, A Gazetteer, 1870. 

K.N. Venkatasubba Sastri,     Administration of Mysore under Mark  Cubbon, 1932. 

-------------------------------,    Contributions of Mysore to the British Government from 1799 to 

1881, 1934. 

-------------------------------, Introduction to the History of Administration of Mysore, 1937. 



Mark Wilks,          History of Mysore (c.1814), 

M. Shama Rao,    Ten Years of Native Rule in Mysore (1891), 

John, Sturrock (Ed.,)  Madras District Manuals, South Kanara Vol I (1894),  

H.A. Stuart (Ed.,),     Madras District Manuals, South Kanara Vol II (1895), 

M. Shama Rao   Modern Mysore (2 Vols) (1936),  

Masti Venkatesha Iyengar,      Popular Culture in Karnataka (1937),  

A.P. Karmarkar,     Cultural History of Karnataka (1940), 

Srikantaiah. H.,        Decade of Modern Mysore 1926-36, 1936. 

Karnataka Darshana (R.R. Diwakar, Felicitation Vol.) 1955. 

Memorandum for United Karnataka State submitted to S.R.C by K.P.C.C., 1954. 

B.Sheik Ali, Tipu Sultan-A study in Diplomacy and Confrontation, Mysoor,1982  

------------, British Relations with Haidar Ali, Mysore,1963. 

R,Balakrishna, Industrial Development of Mysore, Bangalore,1940. 

S.Chandrashekher, Dimensions of Socio-political Change in Mysore,1918-1940, New 

Delhi,1985. 

Mohibul Hasan, History of Tippu Sultan, Calcutta, 1969. 

Bjorn Hettne, The Political Economy of Indirect Rule-Mysore 1881-1947, New Delhi,1978. 

Suryanath Kamat(ed),  Karnataka State Gazetter, 2 vols, Bangalore, 1982-83. 

James Manor, Political Change in an Indian State-Mysore 1917-1955,  New Delhi 

R. Ramakrishna, Press and Politics in an Indian State-Mysore( 1859-1947), Hassan,1997. 

Diwakar R.R.,(ed), Karnataka through the Ages, Bangalore, 1968. 

Halappa.G.S.,Krishna Rao.M.V., History of Freedom Movement in Karnataka, 

Bangalore,1964. 

Saki, Making History- Karnataka’s People and their Past (vol.I), Bangalore,1998 

A.C.Devegowda, & Parameswaran,T.R, . History of Education in Mysore. 

Irfan Habib (ed), Confronting Colonialism-Resistance and Modernization under Haidar Ali 

and Tipu Sultan, New Delhi 1999 

Shyam Bhat, South Kanara, New Delhi,1997 

Manu Bhagavan, Sovereign Spheres, Prices, Education and Empire in Colonial India, Dehli, 

2003 

Books in Kannada: 

Burli Bindu Madhava,      Karnataka Darshana, Bangalore, (1937)  

R.Sidappa,         Kannadanadu, Bangalore, (1952)  

Alur Venkata Rao,   Karnataka Gatavaibhava, Banaglore,  (1917) 

---------------------,   Karnatakathvada Suthragalu, (1950).   

Venkata Rango Katti (Ed.,)   Gazetteeru Mumbai Ilakege Serida Karnataka Bhagaddu 

(1893),  

M. Shama Rao,       Mysuru Samstanada Charithre , Banaglore, (1893-94)  

R.H. Deshpande,   Karnataka Samrajya (2 Vols), banaglore,  (1926-29)  

K.K. Kudva,       Dakshina Kannada Ithihasa-Tuluva Charithre (1948)  

Srinivas Mangalaveedu and Narayan Sangama,     Karnataka Ekikarana, 1946. 

R.R. Diwakar,       Karnataka Ekikarana Kathe,  Banaglore, 1956. 

H. Ramakrishna Rao,     Karnatakada Rajakiya Parivarthane, Bangalore, 194 



Paper No Hist. 406  

SOCIETY, ECONOMY AND POLITY UNDER VIJAYANAGARA 

 

I. Historiography and Sources: Robert Sewell and the “discovery” – S.Krishnaswamy 

Iyengar – Venkataramanayya and the Telugu claims – Father Heras, Saletore and the 

Kannada claims - K.A.N Sastri – recent works – Stein and the segmentary state – 

Karashima and the computational analysis – recent archaeological enterprises  - the 

“cosmic city” - Sources. 

 

II. Nature of State: The territorial factor - The king – Council of ministers – 

administrative divisions – provincial administration – Nayankara system – The 

Mahanadu and Nadu-Village administration – interpretations. 

 

III. Economy Agriculture: The Agrarian set up- Crops – Regional variations - Irrigation 

system- Land tenures – Taxation –  

 

IV. Craft organisations - Growth of Artisanal activities – industrial activities – potentials 

of change  - Trade, local and foreign - the Arab and Portuguese elements - trade 

organisations - Urban centres - Process of urbanization - types of urban centres – town 

assembly – the Pattanaswami – town administration- transport and communication - 

markets. 

 

V. Society: social stratification – castes –  idangai-valangai divisions - Socio-religious 

groups - mathas - Education - forms of knowledge - centres of education - State 

patronage to education - the Dasa movement -  Literature as enabled by society. 

 

Select Reading List:   

1. Heras, H., Beginnings of Vijayanagara History 

2. Mahalingam, T.V., Administration and Social Life under Vijayanagara , (Madras, 1940) 

3.             "                  Economic Life in the Vijayanagara Empire, (Madras, 1951) 

4.             "                 Mackenzie Manuscripts; Summaries of the Historical Manuscripts   in 

the Mackenzie collection 2 vols, (Madras, 1972). 

5. Robert Sewell, A Forgotten Empire, (Vijayanagara), (London, 1900)  



6. Rao, G.V., The Status of Muslims in Vijayanagara Empire. 

7.       "           Education in Vijayanagara Empire. 

8. Nilaknta Sastri, K.A., A History of South India. 

9.              "                    Pandyan Kingdom from the Earliest Times to the 16
th

 century, 

(London, 1929) 

10. Mohammad Habib., (ed.), A Comprehensive History of  India, Vol.V, (Delhi, 1970) 

11. Burton Stein., Peasant State and Society in South India, (Delhi, 1978) 

12.          "            The New Cambridge History of India, Vijaynagara, (New Delhi, 1994) 

13. Venkata Ratnam, A.V., Local Government in the Vijayanagara Empire, (Mysore, 1972) 

14. Saletore, B.A., Social and Political Life in the Vijayanagara Empire, 2 Vols, (Madras, 

1934) 

15.         "              Medieval Jainism with special reference to the Vijayanagara Empire, 

(Bombay, 1938) 

16. Vijayanagara Sex-Centenary Commemmoration Volume, (Dharwad, 1936) 

17. Iyengar, S.K., The Sources of Vijayanagara history, (Madras, 1919) 

18.         "              Evolution of the Hindu Administrative Institutions in Southern India, 

(Madras, 1931) 

19. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri and N.Venkataramanayya (eds.) Further Sources of Vijayanagara 

History, 3 Vols, (Madras, 1946) 

20. Krishnaswami, A., The Tamil Country Under  Vijayanagara, (Annamalai, 1964) 

21. Ramesh, K.V., A History of South Kanara, (Dharwar, 1970) 

22. Sherwani, H.K., Joshi, P.M., History of Medieval Deccan, 2 vols, (Hyderabad, 1973) 

23. Appadorai, A., Economic Conditions in Southern India, 2 vols. (Madras, 1936) 

24. Vijaya Ramaswamy, Artisans in Vijayanagara Society. 

25. Danvers, F.C., The Portuguese in India, 2 vols.(London, 1894) 

26. Rayachaudhuri, T and Irfan Habib. The Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol I, 

(Cambridge, 1982) 

27. Longhurst, A.H., Hampi Ruins, (Calcutta, 1917) 

28. Michell, G and Filliozat, V, Splendours of the Vijayanagara Empire; Hampi, (Bombay, 

1981) 

29. Dallapiccola A., Vijayangara- City and Empire, 2 vols, (Stuttgart, 1985) 

30. Subrahmanyam, S., Trade and the Regional Economy of South India, 1550-1560, 

31. Filliozat, V, (ed.), The Vijayangara Empire As Seen by Domingo Paes  and Fernao 

Nuniz, Two Sixteenth Century Chroniclers, (New Delhi, 1977). 



32. Karashima, N., South Indian History and Society; Studies from Inscriptions, AD 850-

1800, (Delhi, 1984) 

33.           "              Towards a New Formation, South Indian Society under Vijayanagara 

Rule, (New Delhi, 2001). 

34. Shivanna, K.S., The Agrarian System of Karnataka, (1336-1761), (Mysore, 1983). 

35. Narasimha Murthy, A.V., Coins of Karnataka, (Mysore, 1979) 

36. Rice, B.L., Mysore and Coorg from Inscriptions, Reprint, (       ) 

37. Sanjay Subrhamanyam ed., Money and the Market in India, (Delhi, 1998) 

38. Gururaja Bhat, P., Studies in Tuluva History, (Manipal, 1974) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist: 407  
 

KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS IN PRE-MODERN INDIA 

 

1. Archaeology and Ancient Knowledge Systems of the Indian Subcontinent:   

Technology and Science out of Harappan Relics – Pottery  Technology –           

Copper/bronze Metallurgy – Post-Harappan Metallurgy – Iron Technology –       

Megaliths – Iron Age Ceramics – Polished Ware Technology: RCPW, PGW,    NBPW 

– The Brahami Script and Its System. 

2. Ancient Texts and Knowledge Systems: Vedanga-s and Specialised Knowledge  

Systems: Siksha, Kalpa, Nirukta, Chhandas, Jyotisha, Vyakarana  –  Sulba Sutra and 

the Vedic Geometry – Pali Canons and Knowledge forms – Features of the theoretical 

Traditions in Sanskrit and Pali Texts – The Buddhist Logic – Hetuvidya – Sunyavada. 

3. Classical Knowledge systems: Astronomy and Mathematics – Bhaskara-s – 

Aryabhata – Varahamihira – Treatises on Statecraft: The Arthasastra Texts – The 

Various Knowledge forms in the Arthasastra – Knowledge in Health-care Systems: 

Ayurveda-s: Vrksha, Hasti and Asva – Samhita-s of Charaka, Susruta, and Bhela – 

Lexicography: Amara  and Hemachandra – Histrionics: Bharata and Natyasastra – 

Vatsayana‟s Kamasutra - Samarangana Sutradhara. 

 

4. Theoretical Discourses: Bhartruharai‟s Semantic Philosophy – Sphotavada – The 

Anumana Siddhanta– Apoha Siddhanta – Anandavardhana and the Dhvani Siddhanta 

–  Mahimabhatta and the Vyaktiviveka –  Kuntaka‟s Vakrokti - The Pancasandhi 

Siddhanta.  

 

5. West Asian Impact on the Indian Sciences: Persian and Arab contributions – 

Science and Technology in the Age of the Delhi Sultans – Development of Science 

and Technology in the Age of the Mughals – Raja Jai Singh and Contemporary 

Astronomy – The Knowledge of Sea Voyage: The Lakshadweep Tradition of 

Rahmani – Kerala Mathematics: The Colonial Phase and Cognitive Encounters. 

 

Readings: 

Shereen Ratnagar, Encounters: The Westerly Trade of Harappan Civilisation, Oxford  

     University Press, New Delhi 

G.L. Possehl, Urban civilisation, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

D.P. Agarwal, The copper Bronze Age in India, Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi  

D. B. Chakrabarti and Nayanjyoti Lahiri, Copper and Its Alloy in Ancient India,  

     Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi 

A.K.Bag, Science and Civilisation in India, vol. I. Navarang Publishers. 

A.K. Bag, History of Mathematics in Ancient and Medieval India, Chaukhamba  

     Orientalia, Delhi 

A.K. Bag, History of Technology in India, 4 vols. Indian National Science Academy,  

     New Delhi    

A.K. Bag, India and Central Asia: Science and Technology, 2 vols. Indian National  

     Science Academy, New Delhi 



D.M. Bose, Sen & Subbarappa, A Concise History of Sciences in India, Indian  

     National Science Academy  

Rehman ed. History of Science and Technology in India,  vol. II 

      George Joseph Geevarghese, Crest of the Peacock, Penguin, London 

      D.P. Singhal, India and World Civilisation, Rupa & Co New Delhi (The chapter on  

           Science) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No Hist. 451  

MODERN INDIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 

I   European Encounters – Travellers‟ Curiosity – Portuguese, French, English –         

Official    histories of the early colonizers. Witnesses to the making of the Empire – 

Orientalist Indomania and Indophobia – Ideologies of the Empire – Evangelicals and 

the Utilitarians – James Mill. 

II Defence of the Empire – the Mutiny in the Imperialist discourse – Seeley – Vincent 

Smith and the imperialist framework of Indian history – the construction of medieval 

India – Imperialist Writings on Indian Nationalism. 

III The Nationalist Response – Glories of ancient India – „the Golden Age theme‟ – dual 

perception of medieval India – expansion of the data base – absence of Writings on 

Indian nationalism. 

IV  Post-Independence Scene – euphoria of freedom – Kosambi and the Marxist 

intervention – influence on medieval Indian historiography – the Marxist 

interpretation of Indian nationalism. 

V  Later developments – the „Cambridge School‟ – the „Subaltern Studies‟ – insights 

from other disciplines – post-Colonial interrogations – Historiography and ideology. 

SELECT READING: 

C.H. Philips, Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. 

Joan-Pau Rubies, Travel and Ethnography in early Modern Empire 

Thanan Trautmann, Aryans and British India 

Ketaki Kushari Dyson, A Various Universe 

Sanjay Subrahmanyan, Velcheres Narayana Rao & David Shulman, Textures of Time 

Eric Stokes, Utilitarian and India 

George Bearce, British Attitudes towards India 

S.N. Mukherjee, Sir William Jones 

O.P. Kegariwal, The Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Discovery of India‟s Past 

John Keay, India Discovered 

S.B. Chaudhri, English Historical Writings on the Indian Mutiny 

J.S. Grewal, Muslim Rule in India: Assessment of British Historians 

Sanjay Subrahmanyan, The Career and Legend of Vaso-da-Gama 

Romila Thapar, Post and Prejudice 

   “     “      , Interpreting Early India 

A.J. Syed (Ed) , D.D. Kosambi on History and Society 

S.P. Sen (Ed), Historians and Historiography in Modern India 

Edward Said, Orientalism 

Ronald Inden, Imagining India 

Ranajit Guha (Ed), Subaltern Studies Vol-I 

Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History 

Javed Majeed, Ungoverned Imaginings 

 

 

Paper No: Hist. 452  



 

COLONIALISM AND NATIONALISM IN WEST ASIA 

 

 

1. European Capitalism in West Asia: The Anatomy of power politics – Imperialism – 

Foreign affairs and domestic politics in Ottoman and Persian empires- Europe‟s financial 

and economic penetration – relations between the Europeans – the English, the Russians 

and the French – trade monopoly system and Anglo-German colonial rivalry in West 

Asia. 

 

2. Modernity and transformation: Political impact of the West – economic and social 

changes – Islamic modernism and Islamic reformism – dissolution of the Ottoman and 

Persian empires – reform from above and Young Turk Movement- Tobacco regime and 

Constitutional revolution in Iran -–The World War I in West Asia. 

 

3. The impact of World War I and Russian Revolution: Abolition of Caliphate – League 

of Nations and Mandatory systems – Growth of Turkish Nationalism and Republican 

Turkey – conflict between State and Religion in Iran – The struggle for Arab Unity – 

Arabism and the Fertile Crescent states – Struggle between Modern Zionism and 

Palestinian Nationalism – Islam in state ideologies, foreign policies and opposition 

movement – impact of World War II - UNO and West Asia.  

 

4. Independence and Progress: Emergence of new Nations – the state of Israel and the 

Palestinian issue -  Clash of political interests – problems of political stability in Iran, Iraq, 

Turkey – social transformation and revivalism – Economic growth – interests of Super 

Powers in West Asia – Dimensions and implications of Oil developments in West Asia – 

Gulf Crisis – West Asian Peace Process. 

 

Select Reading List: 

1. Albert Hourani, Arab thought in the liberal age. 

2. ________, Europe and the Middle East. 

3. Marshall Hodgson, The Venture of Islam. 2 Volumes. 

4. Thomas Naff (Ed), Paths to the Middle East: Ten scholars look back. 

5. A.J.Arberry, British Orientalists and Oriental essays: portraits of Seven Scholars. 

6. Bernard Lewis, The Arabs in History. 

7. Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs. 

8. Pilip, K. Hitti, Near East in History. 

9. H.A.R. Gibb and Harold Brown, Islamic Society and the West Vol.I. 

10. Reader Bullard, Britain and the Middle East. 

11. Wilson, The Persian Gulf. 

12. Bernard lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey. 

13. George Lenezowsk, The Middle East in World Affairs. 

14. George Kirk, A Short History of the Middle East. 

15. George Kirk, Contemporary Arab Politics. 

16. J.C. Hurewits, The Struggle for Palestine. 

17. A.J. Meyer, Middle Eastern Capitalism. 

18. Alfred Bonne, State and Economy in the Middle East. 

19. W.Z. Laquer, Communism and Nationalism in the Middle East. 

20. Edward W. Said, Orientalism. 

21. _______, Peace and Its Discontents. 

22. _______, Culture and Imperialism. 



23. _______, The Question of Palestine. 

24. _______, Politics of dispossession. 

25. ________, The end of Peace. 

26. ________, Covering Islam. 

27. Punyapriya Das Gupta, Cheated by the World. 

28. N.C. Chatterji, The History of Modern Middle East. 

29. William Yale, The Near East. 

30. Richie Ovendale, The Origins of Arab-Israeli Wars. 

31. Richard Allen, Imperialism and Nationalism in the Fertile Crescent. 

32. P.M. Halt (Ed), Cambridge History of Islam, 2 Vols. 

33. Denis Maceoin and Ahmed Al-Shahi(Ed), Islam in the Modern World. 

34. Helena Cobban, The Palestinian Liberation Organization. 

35. Wayne S. Vucinich, The Ottoman Empire. 

36. Shah and Shah (Ed), The History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, 2 Vols. 

37. G.W. Choudhury, Islam and the Contemporary World. 

38. P.J. Vatikiotis, Arab and Regional Politics in the Middle. 

39. __________, The Middle East 

40. Adeed Dawisha (Ed), Islam in Foreign Policy. 

41. S.N. Fisher, The Short History of Middle East. 

42. William Quandt, Saudi Arabia in the 1980‟s. 

43. K.M. Panikkar, For a Few Barrels of Oil. 

44. Akber S. Ahamad, Post Modernism and Islam. 

45. Enzo Traverso, The Marxists and the Jewish Question. 

46. Ben Halpern, The Idea of the Jewish State. 

47. Noah Lucas The Origins of Modern Israel. 

48. Fiono Vena, Oil Diplomacy in the 20
th

 century. 

49. Dulip Hero, Iran under the Ayatollahs. 

50. Maxim Rodinson, The Arabs. 

51. _______, The Arabs and Jewish Nationalism. 

52. _______, Islam and Capitalism. 

53. Simla Flapan, Zionism and the Palestinians. 

54. Abbas Rizvi, Iran: Royalty, Religion and Revolution. 

55. Ira M. Lepidus, A History of Islamic Societies.  

56. Foud Ajami, Arab Predicament. 

57. Roger Owen, State power and politics in making of the modern Middle East. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: HSH. 453 

MAKING OF THE INDIAN NATION 

  

1. Historiography – Imperialist perceptions/ the „Cambridge School” – the maarxist 

Understanding - The Nationalist Reaction – the Subaltern School- Understanding 

the Nations and Nationalism  

 

2. Orientalism and the `discovery‟ of India – The Reaction to the Evangelical and the 

Utilitarian perceptions – The Socio-religious Movements and their Character – 

English education –Press - Emergence of Public Sphere 

 

3. Contradictions in Colonialism and Their Exposure – The Economic Critique of 

Colonialism – The Drain Theory – The Expressions of `moderate‟ nationalism. 

The Constitutional Methods – Revolutionary Terrorism – Indian Nationalist 

Activities Abroad – Gandhian Techniques. 

 

4. Secondary Contradictions – Autonomous or hegemonic – Peasants‟ Movements – 

Workers‟ Movements – Tribal Uprisings – Caste and Gender Associations – the 

Dalits: Phule to Ambedkar – Theorising the Subaltern Movements – Resistance to 

the regime of Power. 
 

5. Communalism and Nationalism – The two-nation Theory – Partition and Freedom 

– The legacy of Indian Nationalism – The Indian Constitution – Foreign Policy – 

The Socialist Hopes – Secularism - Theorising Indian Nationalism – The Idea of 

Nation-in-the Making – Nation as a Process and not a Product. 
 

Readings: 

C.H. Philips, Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, (Oxford, 1961). 

O.P. Kejariwal, The Asiatic Society of India and the Discovery of India’s Past 1784-1838, 

(Oxford, 1988). 

John Keay, India Discovered, (Rupa, 1989). 

Thomas R. Trantmann, Aryans and British India, (Vistaar Sage, 1996). 

David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Indian Renaissance, 1773-1835, (California, 1969). 

Kenneth Jones, Socio-Religions Reform Movements in British India, (Cambridge India, 

1994). 

Arabinda Poddar, Renaissance in Bengal Quests and Confrontations, (Simla,  Indian Institute 

of Advanced Studies, 1970).  

K.N. Panikkar, Culture, Ideology, Hegemony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in  

         Colonial India, (Tulika, New Delhi, 1995). 

Sumit Sarkar, A Critique of Colonial India, (Papyrus, Calcutta, 1985). 

Sumit Sarkar,  Modern India (1885-1947), (MacMillan, 1996). 

Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History, (Oxford India, 1998). 

Bipan Chandra, et.al., India’s Struggle for Independence, (Penguin India, 1989). 

Bipan Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India, (People‟s  

         Publishing House, New Delhi, 1982). 



Bipan Chandra, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, (Orient Longman, New 

Delhi, 1979). 

Bipan Chandra, Communalism in Modern India, Vani Educational Books – Vikas, New 

Delhi, 1984. 

R.C. Majumdar, British Paramountcy and the Indian Renaissance, Pts. I & II. (Bharatiya  

         Vidya Bhavan) 

R.C. Majumdar,  Struggle for Freedom, (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan) 

A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, (Popular Prakashan Bombay,  

        1959). 

A.R. Desai, (ed) Peasant Strugggles in India, (Oxford, 1979). 

S. Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale, (California 1962.  Also Oxford India, 1990). 

Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India, (Cambridge University Press, 1998). 

Aijas Ahmad, Lineages of the Present, Tulika Publications. 

Eugene Irschik, Politics and Social Conflict in South India: Non-Brahmin Movement and  

       Tamil Separations (1916-29), (California, 1959.  Also Oxford). 

Gail Omvedt, Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western 

India (1873-1930), (Bombay, 1976). 

Ranajit Guha, Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in India, (Oxford, 1982). 

 SubalternStudies, Vols. I to XI. 

Janaki Nair, Miller and Miners, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

G. Alosius, Nationalism Without A Nation in India, Oxford University, New Delhi,1999  

Partha Chatterjee, Wages of Freedom, Oxford University Press, New Delhi,1998 

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition – A History of Modern India, New Delhi, 

2004. 

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, (ed.), Nationalist Movement in India, New Delhi, 2009. 

Mushirul Hassan (ed.), India’s Partition, New Delhi, 1996. 

Anita Inder Singh, The origins  of Partition of India, 1936 – 1947, New Delhi, 1987. 

S.N. Sen, Eighteen Fifty Seven, New Delhi, 1957. 

Ayesha Jalal, The Sole Spokesman : Jinnah, the Muslim League and the Demand for 

Pakistan, Cambridge, 1985. 

Jaswant Singh, Jinnah, India, Partition, Independence, New Delhi, 2009. 
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Paper No: Hist. 454  

SOCIAL FORMATIONS IN EARLY INDIA 

 

1. Pre- and Proto-historic Legacy: Physiographic features – man-nature situation – 

The stone ages – chalcolithic cultures – the Harappan tradition – is there a 

“personality of India”? 

 

2. The Vedic Society: The Vedic literature – the archaeological record – forms of 

property and activities of production – the importance of cattle – organization of 

production – social organisation – the „lineage society‟ – gender and family – the 

household – capture and redistribution of booty, and social differentiation – the 

definition and exercise of power – rituals, ideology and legitimacy. 

 

3. Later Vedic Situation: The eastward migration and settlement of the Ganga 

valley – iron and the “democratisation” of agriculture – the need for extra-family 

labour – assimilation of diverse ethnic elements – changes in economic and social 

organisation – rise of new arts and crafts – emergence of varnas – the Grhyasutras 

and their role – the religious discourse of later Vedic texts. 

 

4. Dissent, Protest and Reform: Agrarian expansion – trade and craft production – 

money, trade routes and urban centres – rise of new social groups – gahapati and 

setthi – changed material milieu – dissatisfaction with earlier rituals – challenge of 

old of forms of authorities – new ethics and new religious movements – the 

philosophy and ideology of Upanishads – Buddhism and Jainism. 

 

5. The Subcontinental reach: Trade and empire in the Deccan and the deep south – 

monastery and the guild – megalithic tradition and its transformation – clannish 

chiefs and the world of heroes – early Tamil literature – the acceptance of north 

Indian idioms in south India. 

 

 

Readings: 

 

Chakravarthi, Uma, Social Dimensions of Early Buddhism, Delhi, 1987. 

 

Gurukkal, Rajan and Raghava Varier, Cultural History of Kerala, vol I., 

Thiruvanthtapuram, 1999. 

 

Kailasapathi, K. Tamil Heroic Poetry, London, 1961. 

 

Kosambi, D.D., An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Bombay, 1956. 

 

Majumdar, R.C., ed., The Age of Imperial Unity, vol. II of the History and Culture of 

the Indian People, Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay. 

 

Majumdar, R.C., ed., The Vedic Age, vol. I of the History and Culture of the Indian 

People, Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay. 

 



Ratnagar, Shereen, Understanding Harappa: Civilisation in the Greater Indus Valley, 

Delhi, 2001. 

 

Roy, Kumkum, The Emergence of Monarchy in Northern India, New Delhi, 1994. 

Sharma. R.S., Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Rev. edn., 

Delhi, 1993 

 

Sharma. R.S., Light on Early Indian Society and Economy, Bombay, 1962.  

 

Sharma. R.S., Material Culture and Social Formation in Ancient India, Delhi, 1980. 

Macmillan and Co. 

 

Sharma. R.S., Sudras in ancient India, Delhi, 1980. 

 

Sharma. R.S., The State and Varna Formation in the Mid-Ganga Plains, Delhi, 1996. 

 

Thapar, Romila, Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Delhi, 1980. 

 

Thapar, Romila, From Lineage to State, Bombay, 1980 

Thapar, Romila, Interpreting Early India, New Delhi, 1992. 

Wagle, Narendra, Society at the Time of the Buddha, Bombay, 1969. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Paper No: Hist.455 

SOCIETY AND ECONOMY IN EARLY KARNATAKA TO AD 1000 

I. Historiography and Sources,  Bruce Foote – Discovery of Pre-Historic Sites – B.L. Rice – 

Bhandarkar – Moraes – Krishna Rao – Later works – Sources – Archaeological materials – 

Inscriptions – Numismatics – Monuments – Literary Works.  

 

II. Pre-historic period: Paleolithic – Mesolithic and Neolithic Sites – Hunting and gathering 

stage – material culture – tools – pottery – Cave paintings and Rock bruising – Early Iron 

Age –Megalithic types – Burials findings – Agriculture – Irrigation networks – Crops –

Crafts – Religious beliefs and practices. 

 

III. Historical period: Emergence of Agrarian Settlements – Agricultural Production - Rise of 

Ruling class – Growth of Trade – Trade contacts with outside world – the Mauryan 

presence –Roman Coins and their significance – Jain and Buddhist elements – Satavahana 

State. 

 

IV. Regional Powers:  Kadambas, Gangas, Chalukyas and Rastrakutas – Regional variations – 

Socio - Religious Groups – Practices – Forms of knowledge – Centres of Education. 

 

V. Economy:  A) Rural Economy - beginning of land grants – types of land tenures Ownership 

of Land. (B) Urban Economy – Artisanal Productions – Craft Organisations – Trade – 

Trade Organisations –Coinage – Weights and measures – Urban Centres – Nature of 

Economy. 

 

Select Reading List: 

1. Allchin, F.R., Neolithic Cattle Keepers of South India, (Cambridge, 1963) 

2.  _____.& Bridget, The rise of Civilizations in India and Pakistan, (New Delhi, 1989). 

3. Sen, D and Shosh, A.K., The Studies in Pre- History, (Calcutta, 1966) 

4. Banerjee, N.R., The Iron Age in India, (Delhi, 1965). 

5. De Morgan, Jacques, Prehistoric Man. 

6. Foote, R.B., Foote Collections of pre-historic and Proto historic Antiquities, (Madras, 

1924). 

7. Krishna, M.H., “ Excavations at Chandravalli”, MAR, 1931. 

8. ______.       “ Excavations at Hungunda and KGF,” MAR, 1940-41. 

9. ______.      “ Excavations at Parandapalli and Hungunda, MAR, 1941. 

10. ______.      “ Excavations at Chandravalli”, MAR, 1942. 

11. ______.     “ Excavations at Bettadapura, MAR, 1942-43. 

12. Misra, V.N and Mate, Indian Pre-history, (Poona, 1965) 

13. Piggot, Stuart, Pre-historic India, Pelican Book, 1950. 

14. Nagaraja Rao, M.S., Excavations in the Tungabhadra Valley, (Dharwar, 1971). 

15. _______. Ed. The Chalukyas of Badami, Seminar papers, (Bangalore, 1986)  

16. Sankalia, H.D., Pre-history and Proto history of India, (Bombay, 1962). 

17. Seshadri, M., The Stone Using Cultures of Pre historic and Proto historic Mysore, 

(London, 1956). 

18. ______.   Report on the Jadigenahalli Megalithic Excavations, (Mysore, 1960). 

19. ______.  Report on the Excavations at T.Narasipura,(Mysore, 1971). 

20. Subba Rao, B., Stone Age Culture of Bellary, (Poona, 1948). 

21. Sundara, A., The Early Chamber Tombs of South India, (Delhi, 1975). 



22. _______. “Karnataka Pragithihasa Kalada Kale (in Kannada), (Bangalore, 1994). 

23. Wheeler, R.E.M., “Brahmagiri and Chandravalli Excavations”, in A.I., No.4, 1941. 

24. Dhavalikar, M.K., The First Farmers of the Deccan, (Pune, 1988). 

25. Narasihma Murthy, A.V., ed. Archaeology of Karnataka, (Mysore, 1978). 

26. Gururaja Rao, B.K., The Megalithic Culture in South India, (Mysore, 1972). 

27. Wormirgton, The Commerce between Roman Empire and India. 

28. Rice, B.L., Mysore and Coorg from Inscriptions, Reprint, (New Delhi, 1986). 

29. Desai, P.B., et al, A History of Karnataka (Dharwar, 1970). 

30. Gopal, B.R., Banavasi Kadambaru, (in Kannada), (Sirsi, 1983). 

31. ______. Ed. The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed, (Bangalore, 1994). 

32. Altekar, A.S., Rashtrakutas and their times, II edition, (Poona, 1967). 

33. Madan, A.P., The Rashtrakutas,  

34. Bhandarkar, R.G., History of Deccan, (Bombay, 1894). 

35. Dipakranjan Das, Economic History of the Deccan, (Delhi, 1969). 

36. Diwakar, R.R., ed. Karnataka Through the Ages, (Bangalore, 1966). 

37. Ramesh, K.V.et al ed. Srikantika, (Mysore, 1973). 

38. ______.   Chalukyas of Vatapi, (Delhi, 1984). 

39. Kkher, N.N., Agrarian and Fiscal Economy in the Mauryan and Post Mauryan Age, 

(Delhi, 1973). 

40. Krishna Rao, M.V., The Gangas of Talakad, (Madras, 1936). 

41. Moraes, G.M., The Kadambakula, Reprint, (New Delhi, 1990). 

42. Mugali, R.S., The Heritage of Karnataka, II edition, (Mysore, 1990). 

43. Sircar, D.C., Successors of the Satavahanas in Lower Deccan, (Calcutta, 1939). 

44. Krishna Rao, M.V and Keshava Bhat, M., Karnataka Ithihasa  Darshana, (in Kannada), 

(Bangalore, 1970). 

45. Panchamukhi, R.S, and Lakshmi Narayana Rao, N., Karnataka Arasu Manetanagalu, (in 

Kannada), Vol.I, (Dharwar, 1946). 

46. Krishnappa, M.V., Social and Economic Conditions of Karnataka, A.D. 400-1000, 

(Mysore, 1994). 

47. Krishna Murthy, M.S., The Nolambas, A Political and Cultural Study, (Mysore, 1980). 

48. Krishnaswamy Iyengar, H.S., ed. Avalokana, (Bangalore1985). 

49. Saki, Making History, Vol.I, (Banglore, 1998). 

50. Chattopadhyaya B.D., ed. Essays in Ancient Indian Economic History, (New Delhi, 

1987). 

51. Settar, S. and Gunther Sontheimer, Memorial Stones, (Manipal, 1982). 

52. Sharma, R.S., Indian Feudalism, (Delhi, 1980).        “   
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROCESSES IN MEDIEVAL KARNATAKA 

 

I.    Historiography and Sources: B.L Rice, Appadorai, William Coelho, J.D.M.Derrett 

and later works. Inscriptions-their character and purpose. Literature: Indigenous and 

foreign-functions and usefulness- Monuments and historical archaeology-

Numismatics. 

II.   Historical background: Nature of society and economy prior to 7
th
 c AD: Social 

groups- nature of land relationship –trade- trade routes - trade centres - exchange 

system. 

III. Economy: Proliferation of agrarian settlements - Irrigation system - Land revenue 

system - Land tenures - agrarian surplus production - agro-based industries - other 

artisanal activities - growth of craft guilds - status of the artisanal classes- surplus 

artisanal production- growth of trade - trade routes -trade organisations - regional and 

long-distance trade - coinage system -  weights and measures. 

IV. Society: Social stratification- proliferation of castes, status of women-property 

relations- inheritance-educational ideas and institutions – Basava and Virashaivism – 

modes of social protest – literature – the vacanas. 

V. Problem of Urbanisation: Process of Urbanization- characteristic features of urban 

centers- types of urban centers- administration of towns and cities. 

 

Select Reading List: 

1.William Coelho, The Hoysala Vamsa, (Bombay, 1950) 

2. Dinakara Desai, Mahamandaleshwaras under the Chalukyas of Kalyan, (Poona, 1951) 

3. G.S.Dikshit, Local Self-Government in Medieval Karnataka, (Dharwar, 1964) 

4. M.Chidananda Murthy, Kannada Sasanagala Samskrithika Adhyayana, (Mysore, 1966) 

5. Ramesh.K.V. A History of South Kanara, (Dharwar, 1970) 

6. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri,  Foreign Notices of South India, (Madras, 1972) 

7. K.V.Ramesh et al ed. Srikantika, (Mysore, 1973) 

8. S.Gururajachar, Some Aspects of Economic and Social Life in Karnataka, (Mysore, 1974) 

9. G.R.Kuppuswamy, Economic Conditions in Karnataka, (Dharwar, 1975) 

10. Jyothsna Kamath, Social Life in Medieval Karnataka, (New Delhi,1980) 

11. Burton Stein, Peasant State and Society in Medieval South India, (New Delhi, 1980) 

12. B.R.Gopal, The Chalukyas of Kalyan and the Kalachuris, (Dharwar, 1981) 

13. Noboru Karashima, South Indian History and Society from Inscriptions, (Delhi, 1984) 

14. R.N.Nandi, Social Roots of Religion in Ancient India, (New Delhi, 1986) 

15. B.Lrice, Mysore and Coorg from inscriptions, Reprint, (New Delhi, 1986) 

16. K.A.Nilakanta Sastri,  A History of South India, IV edition, (New Delhi, 1996) 

17. K.S.Shivanna, A Critique of Hoysala polity, (Mysore, 1988) 

18. Meera Abraham, Two Medieval Merchant Guilds of South India, (Delhi, 1988) 

19. Om Prakash prasa, Decay and Revival of Urban centres in Medieval South India, (Delhi, 

1989) 

20. B.R.Hirematha, Sasanagalalli Karnatakada Varthakaru, (in Kannada), (Dharwar, 1989) 

21. A.Appadorai, Economic Conditions of Southern India, 2 vols. Reprint, (Madras, 1990) 

22. S.Settar, The Hoysala Temples, (Dharwar, 1992) 

 



 

Paper No: Hist. 501 

 

India’s Struggle for Freedom 1857 – 1947 
 

1. Historiography of Indian Nationalism: the Imperialist / „Cambridge‟ School – the 

Marxist writings – Subaltern studies – the Nationalist historiography – recent trends. 

 

2. Foundation of the British Empire:  the Imperial ideology –the „First War of Indian 

Independence, 1857‟ – reconquest and reorganization – the impact of the 1857 event. 

 

3. Foundation of the Indian National Congress:  Social & Religious reforms – the 

Moderate Phase – Economic Nationalism – Partition of Bengal – the rise of 

Extremism and the Swadeshi Movement – rise of Revolutionary Terrorism – the 

Home Rule Movement. 

 

4. The Age of Gandhian Politics: Khilafat and Non- Cooperation Movement – Civil 

Disobedience Movement – Bhagat Singh and Revolutionary Terrorism – The Act of 

1935 – Congress Ministries-Non-Brahmin and Dalit protests – Communalism and 

Nationalism. 

 

5. Freedom with Partition:  World War II and Indian nationalism – Quit India Movement 

– circumstances leading to Partition and Independence - the legacy of Indian 

Nationalism.  
 

Reading list: 

C.H. Philips, Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, (Oxford, 1961). 

O.P. Kejariwal, The Asiatic Society of India and the Discovery of India’s Past 1784-1838, 

(Oxford, 1988). 

John Keay, India Discovered, (Rupa, 1989). 

Thomas R. Trantmann, Aryans and British India, (Vistaar Sage, 1996). 

David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Indian Renaissance, 1773-1835, (California, 1969). 

Kenneth Jones, Socio-Religions Reform Movements in British India, (Cambridge India, 

1994). 

Arabinda Poddar, Renaissance in Bengal Quests and Confrontations, (Simla,  Indian Institute 

of Advanced Studies, 1970).  

K.N. Panikkar, Culture, Ideology, Hegemony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in  

         Colonial India, (Tulika, New Delhi, 1995). 

Sumit Sarkar, A Critique of Colonial India, (Papyrus, Calcutta, 1985). 

Sumit Sarkar,  Modern India (1885-1947), (MacMillan, 1996). 

Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History, (Oxford India, 1998). 

Bipan Chandra, et.al., India’s Struggle for Independence, (Penguin India, 1989). 

Bipan Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India, (People‟s  

         Publishing House, New Delhi, 1982). 

Bipan Chandra, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, (Orient Longman, New 

Delhi, 1979). 



Bipan Chandra, Communalism in Modern India, Vani Educational Books – Vikas, New 

Delhi, 1984. 

 

R.C. Majumdar, British Paramountcy and the Indian Renaissance, Pts. I & II. (Bharatiya  

         Vidya Bhavan) 

R.C. Majumdar,  Struggle for Freedom, (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan) 

A.R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, (Popular Prakashan Bombay,  

        1959). 

A.R. Desai, (ed) Peasant Strugggles in India, (Oxford, 1979). 

S. Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale, (California 1962.  Also Oxford India, 1990). 

Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India, (Cambridge University Press, 1998). 

Aijas Ahmad, Lineages of the Present, Tulika Publications. 

Eugene Irschik, Politics and Social Conflict in South India: Non-Brahmin Movement and  

       Tamil Separations (1916-29), (California, 1959.  Also Oxford). 

Gail Omvedt, Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western 

India (1873-1930), (Bombay, 1976). 

Ranajit Guha, Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in India, (Oxford, 1982). 

 Subaltern Studies, Vols. I to XII 

Janaki Nair, Miller and Miners, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

G. Alosius, Nationalism Without A Nation in India, Oxford University, New Delhi,1999  

Partha Chatterjee, Wages of Freedom, Oxford University Press, New Delhi,1998 

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition – A History of Modern India, New 

Delhi, 2004. 

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, (ed.), Nationalist Movement in India, New Delhi, 2009. 

Mushirul Hassan (ed.), India’s Partition, New Delhi, 1996. 

Anita Inder Singh, The origins  of Partition of India, 1936 – 1947, New Delhi, 1987. 

S.N. Sen, Eighteen Fifty Seven, New Delhi, 1957. 

Ayesha Jalal, The Sole Spokesman : Jinnah, the Muslim League and the Demand for 

Pakistan, Cambridge, 1985. 

Jaswant Singh, Jinnah, India, Partition, Independence, New Delhi, 2009. 
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                                                        PHILOSOPHY AND METHODS OF HISTORY 

 

1. Subject matter of history – the Knowability of the past – the epistemological and 

Ontological debates – the post-modern skepticism. 

2. Historical facts – sources of information – aids – auxiliaries – criticism – internal and 

external. 

3. Quantitative methods – Oral history – Text criticism, old and new – Deconstruction. 

4. Philosophy of History – Critical and speculative – explanation in history –causation – 

generalization – historical imagination. 

5. The Problem of historical objectivity – value judgements in history – the commitment 

of a historian – the abuses of history. 
----   

SUGGESTED READINGS: 

 

E.H. Carr, What is History? 

A.L. Rowse, The Use of History 

G.R. Elson, The Practice of History 

Marc Bloch, The Historian‟s Craft 

Langlois & Seignobos, Introduction to the Study of History 

G.J. Renier, History: Its Purpose and Method 

Care Gustavson, A Preface to History 

Barzun & Graff, The Modern Researcher 

R.J. Shafer, A Guide to Historical Method 

Allan Nevins, The Gateway to History 

W.H. Walsh, Philosophy of History: An Introduction 

Arthour Marwick, The New Nature of History 

R.F. Atkinson, Knowledge and Explanation in History 

W.H. Dray, (Ed), Philosophical Analysis and History 

Patrick Gardiner(Ed), Philosophy of History  

 “           “           ,     Theories of History 

Patrick Gardiner, The Nature of Historical Explanation 

R.G. Collingwood, The Idea of History  

        “            “      ,  The Principles of History 

Louis Gottschalk(Ed), Generalization in the Writing of History 

Christopher Lloyd, The Structures of History 

Alex Callinicos, Theories and Narratives 

Paul Hamilton, Historicism 
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THEORIES OF COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM 

 

1. Defining the terms: Colonialism, Imperialism and Neo-colonialism – Imperialism and 

empire.  

 

2. Colonialism and Imperialism: Debate on imperialism before Hobson - J.A Hobson: 

patterns of colonialism and the debate over economic imperialism. 

 

3.  Marxist Theories of Imperialism: Classical Marxist and Marxist-Leninist theories – 

Maoist variants  – Critique of Marxist Theories of Imperialism. 

 

4. Joseph A Schumpeter: Imperialism and Social classes – Capitalism versus Imperialism 

 

5. More Recent Western Interpretations: Robinson-Gallagher‟s theory of Free trade 

Imperialism-Gentlemanly Capitalism and Empire: Exploring the Cain/Hopkins Paradigm 

– D.K.Fieldhouse and the Business of Empire.  

 

6. Theories of Underdevelopment and Dependency: The theoretical background of 

dependency theory – Paul Baran‟s analysis of underdevelopment – the contribution‟s of 

Andre Gunder Frank – Samir Amin on underdevelopment in the periphery – Structuralist 

perspectives on dependency: Sunkel and Furtado; Cardoso and Feletto – Bill Warren on 

the elimination of dependency – Criticisms of dependency studies.  

Select Reading List 

 

1. Amin Samir, Accumulation on World Scale. 

2. _________, Unequal Development. 

3. Arendt Hannah, The origins of Totalitarianism 

4. Arrighi G, The geometry of imperialism. 

5. Baran Paul, The political economy of growth 

6. Borone .G, Marxist theories of imperialism. 

7. Braudel Fernand, The perspectives of Capitalism in 3 Volumes. 

8. Bukharin N, Imperialism and world economy. 

9. Cain and Hopkins, VOL.I, British imperialism: Innovation and Expansion 1688-1914 

10. ________, VOL.II, British imperialism: Crisis and Destruction 1914-1990. 

11. Dobb Maurice, Studies in the development of capitalism. 

12. Fieldhouse David K, The colonial empires: a comparative survey from 18
th

 century. 

13. __________, Economics and Empire. 

14. __________, Colonialism: An Introduction 1870 1945. 

15. Frank A.G, World Accumulation. 

16. _________, Dependent accumulation and Underdevelopment. 

17. __________, ON Capitalist Underdevelopment. 

18.  _______ And Barry K. Glls (Ed), The world system  

19. Headrick Daniel, The tools of empire: Technology and European Imperialism in the 19
th

 

century. 

20. Hiferding Rudolf, Finance Capital: a study of the latest phase of Capitalist development. 



21. Hobson J.A, Imperialism: a study. 

22. Lenin V.I, Imperialism: the highest stage of capitalism. 

23. Luxemburg Rosa, The Accumulation of Capital. 

24. Loomba Ania, Colonialism/ Post-Colonialism. 

25. Gallagher J and Robinson R, The imperialism of free trade. 

26. ________, Africa and the Victorians: the official mind of imperialism. 

27. Owen R and Sutcliffe B (Ed), Studies in the theory of Imperialism. 

28. Panniker K.M, Asia and Western Dominance. 

29. Ruxaborough Ian, Theories of Underdevelopment. 

30. Schumpeter Joseph, Imperialism and social classes. 

31. Sweezy Paul, The theory of Capitalist Development. 

32. Warren Bill, Imperialism: pioneer of Capitalism. 
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MODERN EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONS 

1. Theoretical Considerations: Marx on the nature of Revolutions- Crane Brinton and 

the anatomy of Revolutions – Theda Skocpol and the structure of social Revolutions. 

  

2. The English Revolution: fall of absolutism- rise of constitutional monarchy-impact 

on European society and polity. 

 

3. The Industrial Revolution: The inventions and discoveries – the factory system – 

industrial capitalism – impact on society and economy – the intellectual impact. 

 

4. The French Revolution: The ancient regime – the economic, social and political 

issues – the waning of the aristocracy and the self-assertion of the bourgeoisie – 

the ideological role of the philosophers - principles of the Revolution and their 

fulfilment – the continental impact. 

 

5. 1848 Revolutions: Revolutions in France, Austria-Hungary and other countries – 

nature - Role of Nationalism -Kossuth- success and failure of liberalism-Frankfurt 

parliament.. 

 

6. The Russian Revolution: The Tsarist despotism in Russia – Westernisation and its 

problems – contradictions in Russian society – Marx and Russia – Mensheviks 

and Bolsheviks – the Leninist coup – Nationalization – NEP and the Five Year 

Plans. 

 

SELECT READING LIST: 

 

1. Alfred Cobban, Aspects of the French Revolution, 

2. Andrew Rothstein, A History of the U.S.S.R., Penguin, 1951. 

3. Arendt Hannah, On Revolution, (New York, 1965) 

4. Ashton Trevor, Ed. The Industrial Revolution, Interpretations and Perspectives, (1957) 

5. Aya Roderick, Theory and Society, (1979) 

6. Baecheler Jean, Revolution, (New York, 1975) 

7. Calvert Ethan, Four Patterns of Revolution, (New York, 1935) 

8. Carr, E.H., A History of Soviet Russia: The Bolshevik Revolution,1917-1923, (1950-53) 

9. Chamberlain, W.H., The Russian Revolution, 1917-1921, 2 vols, (1952) 

10. Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolutions, (New York, 1965) 

11. Davies James, When Men Revolt and why, (New York, 1971) 

12. Donald Kagan, et al., The Western Heritage Since 1648, Vol.II, (PrenticeHall, 1998). 

13. Draper Hall, Karl Marx’s Theory of Revolution, (New York, 1975) 

14. Dunn John, Modern Revolution: an Introduction to the analysis of a political 

phenomenon, (New York, 1972) 

15. Edwards Lyford, The Natural History of Revolution, (Chicago, 1972) 

16. Eisentadt, S.N. Revolution and the Transformation of Societies, (New York, 1978) 

17. Ferro Marc, The Bolshevik Revolution, (1983) 

18. Friedland William, Revolutionary Theory, (Totowa, 1982) 

19. George Lefebvre, The French Revolution, (Routledge, 2001)  

20. Giddens Anthony, The Nation State and Violence, (Berkeley, 1985)  



21. Hampson Norman, The Social History of the French Revolution, (1963) 

22. Harry Magdoff, Imperialism, (London,    ) 

23. Hobsbawm, E.,  The Age of Capital, 1848-1875, (New Delhi, 1992) 

24. ______.    The Age of Empire, 1875-1914, (New Delhi, 1992) 

25. ______.   The Age of Extremes, 1994-1991, (New Delhi, 1995) 

26. ______.  The Age of Revolution, 1789-1848, (New Delhi, 1980) 

27. Huberman, L., Man’s Worldly Goods, (Delhi,     ) 

28. Johnson Chalmers, Revolution and the Social System, (Stanford, 1964) 

29. Jonathan Sperber, The European Revolutions, (Cambridge, 1994) 

30. Lampard, E.E., Industrial Revolution: Interpretations and Perspectives, (1957) 

31. Lenin, V.I., The State and Revolution, (Peking, 1970) 

32. Luxembourg Rosa, Reform and Revolution, (New York, 1970) 

33. Lynn Hunt., Politics, Class and Culture in the French Revolution, (California, 1986) 

34. Marx Karl, Revolution and Counter Revolution, (New York, 1971) 

35. Maurice Dobb, Soviet Economic Development since 1917, II edition, (London, 1951) 

36. Maurice Dobb, Studies in the Development of Capitalism, (London, 1972) 

37. Michael S.Kimmel, Revolution, A Sociological Interpretation, (Camgridge, 1990) 

38. Palmer, R.R., A History of Modern World, (London, 1976) 

39. Phyllis Deane, The First Industrial Revolution, (1994) 

40. Plamenatz, J., The Revolutionary Movement in France 

41. Polanyi Karl, The Great Transformation, (Boston, 1957) 

42. Robertson Priscilla, Revolutions of 1848: A Social History, (New York, 1965) 

43. Rodney Hilton, (Ed.) The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism, (London, 1982) 

44. Rude, George ,   Crowd in the French Revolution, (1962) 

45.  ______.      The Revolutionary Europe, 1789-1875, (1988) 

46. ______.       Interpretations of the French Revolution, (1961) 

47. Salert Barbara, Revolutions and Revolutionaries, (New York, 1976) 

48. Smith, S.A., The Russian Revolution, (Oxfored, 2002). 

49. Soboul Albert, The French Revolution, (1974)  

50. ______.   Understanding the French Revolution, (1989) 

51. Stavrianos, A.L., World Since 1500, (New York, 1981) 

52. Stearns, P.N., 1848: The Revolutionary Tide in Europe, (1974) 

53. Stone Lawrence, The Caused of the English Revolution, (New York, 1972) 

54. Theda Skocpol, State and Social Revolutions, (New York, 1979) 

55. Thompson, E.P., The Making of the English Working Class, (New York, 1963) 

56. Tocqueville Alexis de.,The Old Regime and the French Revolution,(New York, 1955) 

57. Trotsky Leon, The History of the Russian Revolution, (New York, 1932) 

58. Waller stein, I., Historical Capitalism, (London, 1984). 

59. William Hamilton Sewell, Work and Revolutions in France, (Cambridge, 1980) 
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                                       THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

 

1. Introduction: Modern History and Contemporary history– Repercussions of World War 

II- Decolonization and the end of imperialism – Emergence of new Nation-States – 

Triumph of Nationalism in Asia, Africa and South America. 

 

2.  Cold War: Origins - Evolution and Implications –Détente and its impact – End of the 

Cold War – Arm Control and Disarmament – towards a nuclear- free world - fall of the 

Soviet System and its impact. 

 

3. Afro – Asian Resurgence – South Africa and fight against apartheid - Non-alignment and 

self assertion of the Third World - Indian Ocean, World Powers and their strategic 

interests –West Asian Politics and the Palestine Question. 

 

4. Problems of ethnic nationalisms – East European Experiences – terrorism, its various 

facets and global response – Ecological Movements – International Trade Agreements – 

Regional associations. 

 

5. U.N. and the World – Question of UN reforms – Human rights in the developing world – 

Recent developments in World Politics. 

 

6. Developments in Science and Technology – Trends in literature and political and 

economic thought – cultural issues. 

 

Reading List: 

C. Claphan, (ed),  Foreign Policy Making in Developing States. 

Charles A. Jones, The North-South Dialogue: A Brief History. 

K.P. Sanvant, The Group of 77. 

Thomas C. Shelling,  Arms and Influence. 

Stephen King Hall,  Defence in the Nuclear Age. 

 P.K. Ghosh,  Disarmament and Development. 

Adam Roberts & Benedict Kingsbury (ed),  United Nations Divided World: The UN’s role in 

International Relations. 

M.N. Singer,  Weak States in a World of Powers. 

P. Worsley,  The Third World. 

Kanti P. Desai,  The Origins of Association in South Asia: SAARC 1979-1989. 

Urmila Phadnis, Ethnicity and Nation -building in South Asia. 

L. Acimovic, (ed),  Non-alignment in the World Today. 

Rikhi Jaipal,  Non-alignment; Origins, Growth and Potential for World Peace. 

H. Morgenthau,  Politics among nations ;the Struggle for Power and Peace. 

Raymand Aron,  Peace and War :A Theory of International Relations. 

E.H. Carr,  The Twenty Years Crisis. 1919-1939. 

John H.Herz,   International Politics in the Atomic Age. 

James Mayall ,  Nationalism and International Society. 



Henry Heller, The Cold War and the New Imerialism: A Global History,1945-2005, new 

Delhi, 2007 

Antony Best & others, The International History of the 20
th
 Century, New York, 2008.  
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 ORIENTALISM WITH REFERENCE TO INDIA 

 

I. The Beginnings: The knowledge about the Orient before colonial conquest – The 

need for knowledge about the colony – the Portuguese and Dutch attempts – the 

greater extent of British control and their bigger needs – the work before Jones – 

Warren Hastings. 

 

II. William Jones and the Asiatic Society: Jones‟ life and work – the Asiatic 

Society and Asiatick Researches – Wilkins, Colebrooke, Wilson and textual 

studies – Prinsep and epigraphy – Cunningham and Archaeology – Havell , 

Fergusson and art – Max Müller and the high noon of Orientalism – German and 

French Orientalism. 

 

III. The Orientalist “Legacy”: The “discovery” of India – construction of images 

and stereotypes: (a) the theory of the Aryan race (b) the Indian village community 

(c) unchanging East (d) Indian spirituality vs. Western materialism (e) Oriental 

Despotism and Asiatic Mode of Production. 

 

IV. The Uses and Abuses: The use in colonial control and domination – boosting 

middle class morale – Orientalism and Indian “renaissance” – Orientalism and 

revivalism – Orientalism and Indian nationalism – communal ideology – the 

expansion of database about India‟s past. 

 

V. Critique of Orientalism: Romila Thapar and the Indian historian‟s perspective – 

Edward Said and the Foucauldian understanding – Critique of Said – the Japanese 

work – an assessment of Orientalism. 

 

 

 

Readings: 

 

Ahmed, Aijaz, In Theory, Delhi, 1992. Oxford University Press. 

Arberry, A.J., British Orientalists, London, 1943. William Collins. 

Breckenridge, Carol A. and Peter van der Veer, eds., Orientalism and the Postcolonial 

Predicament, Delhi, 1994. Oxford University Press. 

Chaudhuri, Nirad C., Scholar Extraordinary: the Life of Friedrich Max Muller, New Delhi, 

1974. Orient Paperbacks. 

Currie, Kate, Beyond Orientalism, Calcutta, 1996. K.P.Bagchi and Company. 

Inden, Ronald, Imagining India, Oxford, 1990. Blackwell Publishers. 

Keay, John, India Discovered , London, 1981. Collins 

Kejariwal, O.P., The Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Discovery of India’s Past 1784-1838, 

Delhi, 1988. Oxford University Press. 

Kopf, David, British Orientalism and Indian Renaissance: the Dynamics of Indian 

Modernisation 1773-1835, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1969. University of 

California Press. 

MacKenzie, John M., Orientalism: History, Theory and the Arts, Manchester and New York, 

1995. Manchester University Press. 

Majeed, Javed, Ungoverned Imaginings: James Mill’s The History of British India and 

Orientalism, Oxford, 1992. Clarendon Press. 



Metcalf, Thomas R., Ideologies of the Raj, Cambridge, 1987. Cambridge University Press. 

Mukherjee, S.N., Sir William Jones: A Study in Eighteenth-Century British Attitudes to India, 

Bombay, 1987. Orient Longman. 

O‟Leary, Brendan, The Asiatic Mode of Production: Oriental Despotism, Historical 

Materialism and Indian History, Oxford, 1989. Basil Blackwell. 

Philips, C.H., ed., Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, London, 1961. Oxford 

University Press. 

Said, Edward, Orientalism, New York, 1987. Pantheon Books. 

Thapar, Romila, Past and Prejudice, New Delhi, 1975. National Book Trust. 

Thapar, Romila, Interpreting Early India, Delhi, 1999. Oxford University Press. 

Teltscher, Kate, India Inscribed, Delhi, 1995. Oxford University Press. 

Trautmann, Thomas R., Aryans and British India, New Delhi, 1997. Sage-Vistar. 

Viswanathan, Gauri, Masks of Conquest: Literary Study and British Rule in India, London, 

1990. Faber and Faber. 
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TAMILAKAM IN EARLY HISTORICAL PERIOD 
 

1. Historiography and sources: The nineteenth century concerns with Roman trade – 

discovery of “Sangam” literature and the Tamil pride – Early studies – the political 

implications – developments in archaeology and epigraphy – Sivathamby and the new 

insights – insights from other disciplines – recent work.  

 

2. Geography and Environment: Geographical and Environmental Features of 

Tamilakam – Archaeology of the Landscape – History of Human Adaptation to the 

Environment – Pre-historic Evidences – The Stone Ages – The Iron Age Societies and 

their Remains – Typology and Extent – The Nature of social formation. 

 

3. The Social formation of Clans and Chiefdoms: The tinai concept - Eco-systems, 

Clans and Means of subsistence – Material Cultures – Conflict, distribution and 

differentiation – Forms of Exchange and Transmarine Contacts – The Structure of the 

Chiefdom level polity – The power structure of the måventar chiefdoms – The lesser 

chiefs – Features of the social formation. 

 

4. The Dissolution of the Social Formation of Clans and Chiefdoms: The changing 

processes – Emergence of rice cultivation and the expansion of organised agriculture – 

The transformation of clans into hereditary occupation groups and jàti-s –  The 

emerging form of labour appropriation – Shift in the dominant economy  – Formation 

of a new political structure – The “Crisis” theme – Towards the making of a new social 

formation.  

 

5. The Agrarian Social Formation:  the early copper plates and the Consolidation of 

Brahman Settlements – Regional variations – Paddy Production in Economy – The 

atimai form of Labour Appropriation –  The institution of the karanmai system –  The 

structure of Land control – The Temple‟s Pivotal Position in Socio-economic Processes 

–  The Temple Movement and the Alvars and Nayanars –  Social Implications of the 

bhakti cult – Trade, Trading corporations and Forms of Exchange – The Character of 

the Social Formation: Conceptual consideration. 

 

Readings 
 

Champakalakshmi, R., Trade, Ideology and Urbanisation. 

Gurukkal, Rajan & Raghava Varier, eds. Cultural History of Kerala, vol. I  

Mahalingam, T.V.,  South Indian Polity. 

Mahalingam, T.V., Kanchipuram in Early South Indian History. 

Minakshi, C., Administration and Social Life under the Pallavas. 

Narayanan, M.G.S. & Kesavan Veluthat, „Bhakti Movement in South India‟ in D.N.Jha, ed. 

The Feudal Order, Delhi, 2001. 

Nilakanta Sastri, K.A.,  A History of South India 

Nilakanta Sastri, K.A.,  Sangam Literature: Its Cults and Cultures. 

Nilakanta Sastri, K.A., The Colas. 

Nilakanta Sastri, K.A., The Pandyan Kingdom. 

Sivathamby, Karthigesu, Studies in Ancient Tamil Society. 

Stein, Burton, ed. Essays on South India. 

Stein, Burton, Peasant State and Society in Medieval South India. 



Veluthat, Kesavan, The Political Structure of Early Medieval South India. 

Zvelebil, Kamil, The Smile of Murugan. 

 

 

                                                            *** 
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                                                       HISTORIOGRAPHY IN MODERN WEST 

1. The Foundations: The Greco-Roman Roots – the Judaeo – Christian Legacy – the         

Renaissance 

2. The secularization of history – Vico and anti – Cartesianism the Enlightenment – 

Gibbon – the Romantic revival – Hegal  

3. The Berlin Revolution – Ranke – Empiricism and Positivism – Marx and Historical 

Materialism – Historiographical impact – later developments. 

4. The Annales Tradition – the pioneers: Lucien Febore and Marc Bloch – Fernand 

Braudel and the Second Generation – mentalite – new questions in history 

5. The Widening horizons – Psychohistory – Quantitative Methods – Post-Structuralism 

and Post –Modernism – History as a Social Science 

 

SELECT READINGS: 

Arthur Marwick, The Nature of History  

       “    ,  The New Nature of History 

R.G. Collingwood, The Idea of History 

M.I. Finley, The Greek Historians 

J.B. Bury, The Ancient Greek Historians 

J.W. Thompson, A History of Historical Writings 2 vols 

G.P. Goach, History and Historians in the Nineteenth Century 

Preserved Smith, The Enlightenment 

J.W.Burrow, Gibbon 

Daedalus, Summer, 1976 “Edward Gibbon and the Decline and Fall the Roman Empire”. 

G.A. Cohen, Karl Max‟s Theory of History: A Defence 

Paul Q. Hirst, Marxist and Historical Writings 

Harvey Kaye, The British Marxist Historians 

Pieter Geyl, Debates with Historians 

Fritz Stern(Ed) The Varieties of History 

Donald Kellay, Faces of History 

Peter Burke,(Ed), A New kind of History:From the Writings of Lucien Febvre 

Peter Burke, The French Historical Revolution 

Francois Dosse, New History in France 

Maurice Aymard and Harbans Kukhia(Ed), French Studies in History(2vold) 

Immanuel LeRoy Ladurie, The Territory of the Historian 

Lawrence Store, The Past and the Present 

Bruce Mazlish(Ed), Psychoanalysis and History 

Peter Gay, Frend for Historians 

Keith Jenkins, Re-thinking History  

    “         “    (Ed) The Post Modern History Reader 

Gertrude Himmalfarb, The New History and the Old 

Joyce Appleby, Lynn Hunt and Margaret Jacob, Telling the Truth about History 

C. Behan McGullagh, The Truth of History 

Robert Young, While Mythologies: Writing History and the West 
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MODERN WORLD SYSTEMS 

 

1. The Historical Geography of the World-System: Pre-industrial foundations – social 

change in agrarian states – agrarian states as pre-capitalist world-systems. 

 

2. The Capitalist Revolution and the Beginning of the Modern World –System: The 

nature of capitalism – the origins of European capitalism – theories of the transition to 

capitalism –  new directions 

 

3. The Expanding and Evolving Modern World System: the structure and dynamics of 

the MWS – the evolution of the capitalist world-economy 1500 A.D -2000 A.D – 

Hegemony in the world-economy – development and underdevelopment in the world 

system – a few cases – the interstate system: the political side of the MWS. 

 

4. Criticisms of the Theory: the basis of the system – the nature of the state – peripheral 

societies: Dependency or Mode of production – the nature of unequal exchange: market 

exploitation or market interference? – The significance of periphery? – Global 

polarization? – Crisis of capitalism – historical accuracy – operationalizing cycles –

comparability of cycles – teleological arguments – the holistic assumption – is a theory 

possible? 

 

5. New Directions in World System Analysis: pre-modern world systems – methodology – 

cultural analysis 

 

Select Reading List: 

1. Alavi Hamza, An introduction to the Sociology of Developing Societies. 

2. Amin Samir, Accumulation on World Scale. 

3. _________, Unequal Development. 

4. Anderson Perry, Lineage‟s of the Absolutist State 

5. ________, The passages from antiquities to Feudalism. 

6. Apter David E, Rethinking development: modernization, dependency and post-modern 

politics. 

7. Aston T.M and CHE.Philipin (Ed), The Brenner Debate: Agrarian class structure and 

economic development in pre-industrial Europe. 

8. Block Marc, Feudal Society 2 volumes. 

9. Braudel Fernand, The perspectives of Capitalism in 3 Volumes. 

10. Chase-Dunn Cristopher, Socialist States in the World-System. 

11. __________. Ther Global Formation. 

12. __________, Rise and Demise of World System  

13. Chilcote Ronald Theories of Development and Underdevelopment. 

14. Dobb Mourice studies in the development of capitalism. 

15. Eisenstadt S.N, The Political Systems of Empires. 

16. Frank A.G, World Accumulation. 

17. _________, Dependent accumulation and Underdevelopment. 

18. __________, On Capitalist Underdevelopment. 

19. _______ And Barry K. Glls (Ed), The world system  



20. Hilton Rodney, The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism. 

21. Hoogvelt Ankie, The Third World in Global development, 

22. __________, Sociology of Developing Societies. 

23. Hopkins Terence and Wallerstein, World Systems Analysis: Theory and Methodology. 

24. ___________, Political economy of  Modern World System.  

25. Jones E.L, European Miracle. 

26. Kuhn Thomas, The structure of Scientific Revolutions. 

27. Mann Michael, Sources of Social Power 2 volumes. 

28. ________ (Ed), Europe and the Rise of Capitalism 

29. McNiel William H, The Rise of the West. 

30. Moore Barrington, The social origin of dictatorship and democracy. 

31. Rostow W.W, The stages of Economic Growth: a Non-Communist Manifesto. 

32. Boxborough Ian, Theories of Underdevelopment. 

33. Taylor John, From Modernization to Modes of Production: a critique of sociologies of 

development and underdevelopment. 

34. Wallerstein Immanuel, The Capitalist World Economy. 

35. ____________, The Modern World System: The Capitalist agriculture and the origins of 

the European world economy in the 16
th
 century. 

36. __________, MWS Vol. II. Mercantilism and the consolidation of the European world 

economy 1600-1750. 

37. ___________, Modern World System Vol. III: the second era of Great expansion of the 

Capitalist world-Economy 1730-1840s. 

38. Wolf Eric, R, Europe and the People without History 

39. Weber Max, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. 
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STATE IN EARLY INDIA 

I.        Historiographical Considerations: State and Society as represented in Colonial writings – 

Oriental Despotism and Asiatic Society – Asiatic Mode of Production Debate – the 

nationalist response – Marxist intervention – Insights from social sciences – Theoretical 

Preliminaries: a) Pre-State and State Situations and b) Formation of the State. 

 

II.       The Question of State and the Harappan Civilisation:  Political Organisation of the 

Harappan Society – Archaeological Evidences for the Harappan State –Lineage 

Organisation and the Mode of Political Expansion – The role of ideology – the unicorn and 

its significance – Characterisation of the Harappan State. 
 

III. The Vedic scene and the transition to state:  Political Processes in the Rgveda – Pre-state 

situation in the Middle Ganga Valley – Lineage Society – Processes of transition from 

Lineage to State – booty capture and redistribution –contending definitions of power and 

the centrality of the raja – rituals and legitimation. 

 

IV. The “Republics” and “Kingdoms”: Geographical Distribution and its importance – trade 

and urbanisation – stratification of society and the consolidation of jati-  The incipient state 

and the Varna System – Political Structure of the Mahajanapadas – Emergence of 

Monarchy in the Gangetic North India.  

 

V. The Mauryan State:  The Tribal confederacies – The Structure of the Nanda Monarchy – 

The Formation of the Mauryan Empire –  The Structure of the  State under Asoka – The 

Form of the State in the Arthasastra – Recent Interpretations of the Mauryan State. 

                        

Readings: 

     Claessen, H.J.M. and P. Skalnik, The Early State, The Hague, 1978 

     Kosambi, D.D., An Introduction to the Study of Indian History (Bombay, 1956). 

     Krader, L. The Formation of the State, London, 1968 

     Mabbet, I.W., Truth, Myth and Politics in Ancient India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 

1980.                     

     Ratnagar, Shereen, Enquiries into the Political Organisation of Harappan Society, Ravish 

Publishers, Pune, 1991 

     Roy, Kumkum, Emergence of Monarchy in North India, Oxford University Press,New Delhi, 

1994. 

     Sharma, R.S., Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Mac Millan, New 

Delhi, 1983 

     Sharma, R.S., Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India, Mac Millan, New 

Delhi, rpt. 1990 

  Sharma, R.S., The State and Varna Formation in the Mid-Ganga Plains, Manohar Publications, 

New Delhi, 1996 

     Thapar, Romila Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford University Press.  

     Thapar, Romila, From Lineage to State, Oxfor University Press, 1984 

     Thapar, Romila, The Mauryas Re-visited, K.P. Bagchi & Company, New Delhi, 1984 
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INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE 

 

I. Intellectual background of early modern Europe – the Medieval Worldview. The 

origins of Modern outlook - Scientific Revolution - Copernicus, Kepler - Bruno- 

Tycho Brahe -Galileo-Francis Bacon and the methodological revolution.  

 

II. Enlightenment: Growth of Natural Sciences and the Enlightenment- natural laws and 

the hope for such laws in society - Concepts of Enlightenment Voltaire- Newton - 

Descartes- Gassendi – Hobbes - Locke- Montesquieu- Rousseau-Idea of Progress- 

Vico- Gibbon and Condorcet- Pietism -Deism and Atheism.  

 

III. Romanticism: Reaction to Enlightenment – German idealism - Kant, Fichte, Hegel - 

Methodicism- Political overtones - Edmund Burke - Expression of Liberalism - 

Classicism  - Art, Architecture and Painting - Literature.  

 

IV. Developments in 19
th

 century science – Darwin. The Industrial Revolution and its 

intellectual impact on social sciences –Utilitarianism and classical political economy - 

Positivism – Marx and his philosophy.  

 

V. 20
th
 century intellectual developments – science and the growing uncertainty – 

Einstein and Max Planck – Heisenberg – Bertrand Russel - the world wars and their 

impact – Wittgenstein - philosophy and literature.  

 

SELECT READING LIST: 

1. Anthony Giddens, Capitalism and Modern Social Theory, (Cambridge, 1996) 

2. Barnes, H.E., An Intellectual History of the Western Europe, Vol.2, (New York, 1965). 

3. Becker, C.L., The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century Philosophers, (1932)  

4. Bernal,J.D. Science in History, (London, 1954) 

5. Bertrand Russell, The Impact of Science on Society, (London, 1998) 

6. Burns,E.M. et.al., World Civilizations (Delhi, 1991) 

7. Butterfield, H., Origins of Modern Science, 1300-1800 AD, (1949) 

8. Cassirer, E., The Philosophy of the Enlightenment, (1951) 

9. Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species, (Kent, 1872) 

10. Dampier, W.C. A History of Science and its Relations with Philosophy and Religion,   

(New Delhi, 1982) 

11. Halevy, E., The Growth of Philosophic Padicalism, (1955)  

12. Hall, A.R., Scientific Revolution, (1954) 

13. Halsted, J.B., (ed.) Romanticism, (1985) 

14. Hampson, Norman., The Enlightenment, (1979) 

15. Hobsbawm, E., Nations and Nationalism since 1780, II editon, (Cambridge, 1994) 

16. James K. Feibleman, Understanding Philosophy, (London, 1990) 

17. John Addington Symonds, Renaissance in Italy, (London, 1920) 

18. Kuhn, T.S., The Structure of Scientific Revolution, (1962) 

19. Margaret C.Jacob., The Cultural Meaning of Scientific Revolution, (1988) 



20. Raynold Aron, Main Currents in Sociological thought, Reprint, (Penguin, 1979) 

21. Reiss, H.S., The Political Thought of the German Romantics, (1955) 

22. Roland Stromberg, European Intellectual History since 1789, 6
th
 edition,  (New Jersy, 

1994)  

23. Smith, Preserved., The Enlightenment, 1687-1776, (1966) 

24. Talmon, J.L., Romanticism and Revolt: Europe 1815-1848, (1967) 

25. Will and Ariel Durant, The Age of Reason Begins, (New York, 1961) 

26. Wright Mills, The Marxists, (New Delhi, 1977) 
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STATE AND SOCIETY IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA 

1.    Introduction: Partition and Independence - Continuities and Discontinuities between Pre-

and Post-Independence India – the Colonial Legacy – the Legacy of the Freedom Struggle - 

The Constitution. 

2.     The Nehru Era: Early Challenges – Accession of Princely states – Reorganization of the 

States – Era of One-Party Dominance – Planned Development – India‟s External Relations. 

3.      India 1964 – 1984:  the Indira Era – Early Socio-Economic measures – the External 

Relations – the Emergency – the Janatha Interregnum – the Punjab Crisis. 

4.      India 1984 – 2000: the Rajiv era; threats to India‟s unity; Punjab and Assam Crises- the 

Tamil question –- Multi- Party Politics – Economy and Society – External relations. 

5.      State and Society (1947 – 2000) – Federalism and Parliamentary Democracy – Centre-

State Relations – Separatist Movements: the Kashmir question – Communalism and Indian 

Politics – Backward Caste and Dalit movements – the Indian Woman – Science and 

technology - Trends in literature and cultural issues 

Reading list: 

Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation, Oxford,1966 

Zafar Imam, (ed), Muslims in India, New Delhi, Orient Longman,1975 

Pranab Bardhan,  The Political Economy of Developnment in India, Delhi, OUP, 1984 

David H. Bayley,  The Police and Political Development in India, Priceton,1969 

Marshall M. Bouton,  Agrarian Radicalism in South India, Princeton,1985. 

Paul Brass,  Language, Religion and Politics in North India, London, 1974 

Paul Brass and Marcus F. Franda,  Radical Politics in South Asia, Cambridge, 1973 

Paul Brass, The Politics of India Since Independence, New Delhi, 1999. 

Micheael Brecher, Succession in India; A study in Decision -Making, London, 1966 

Biplab Dasgupta,  Agrarian Change and the New Technology in India, Geneva,1977 

Asgher Ali Engineer, (ed), Communal Riots in Post-Independent India, Hyderabad, 1984 

Marc Galanter,  Competing Equalities: Law and the Backward Classes in India, Delhi,1984 

B.S Grewal, Centre-State Financial Relations in India, Patiala,1975. 

Robert Hardgrave  &  Stanley A .Kochanck,  India; Government and Politics in a Developing 

Nation, San Diego,1986 

Samuel P Huntington,  Political Order in Changing Societies,   Yale University Press, 1988 

Atul Kohli, The State and Poverty in India: The Politics of Reform, Cambridge,1987 

-------------, Democracy and Discontent: India’s  Growing Crisis of Governability, 

Cambridge, 1990. 

W.H.Morris- Jones, The Government and Politics of India, London, 1964 

V.S.Naipaul,  A  Million Mutinies Now, New York,1990 

David C Potter, India’s Political Administration 1919-1983, Oxford, 1986 

Anil Seal, The Transfer of Power and the Partition of India 



Raj Chandavarkar,  The Urban Working Classes in India, 1880-1950. 

Geraldine Forbes,  Indian Women in the Twentieth Century. 

Francis Robinson,  Islam in South Asia. 

David Ludden, Agriculture in Indian Society 

Susan Bayly,  Caste in South Asia. 

Bipan Chandra,  Essays in Modern India 

-----------------,Essays in Contemporary India 

----------------- India Since Independence 

Ramachandra Guha, India After Gandhi : the History of the World’s largest Democracy, 

Delhi, 2008. 

Sudipta Kaviraj (ed.), Politics in India, Delhi, 1997. 

B.R.Tomlinson,  The Economy of Modern India 1860-1970 

Gordon Johnson,  Government and Politics in India. 

Isher Judge Ahluwalia,  Industrial Growth in India: Stagnation since the Mid-Sixties, Walker 

k .Anderson & Shridhar Damle, The Brotherhood in Saffron: the Rastriya Swayam Sevak 

Sangah and Hindu Revivalism, New Delhi, 1987 
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FEUDAL SOCIETY 

1. Historiography: The Enlightenment understanding – Feudalism as a politico-legal system 

– Marx and feudalism as a mode of production – Marc Bloch and the Annales 

understanding – feudalism and non-European societies – the “Indian feudalism” debate. 

 

2. European Feudalism: Roman and Germanic elements – the military aspects – lordship and 

vassalage – the feudal pyramid – the mounted knight – chivalry – manorial system – the 

manse and demesne land – peasant and serf – life in the villas – church and feudalism – 

closed nature of economy. 

 

3. Feudalism in non-European Societies: The Voltaire-Montesquieu debate – feudal 

experience of Japan – the Tokugawa Shogunate – the Samurai military structure – Persia, 

Turkey and China – the feudal character of West Asian societies. 

 

4. The Indian Experience: The crude use of feudal terminology in earlier writings – 

Kosambi and the theoretical rigour – Sharma‟s refinements – landgrants and the creation of 

superior rights in land – the parcelling of political authority – the decline of trade and decay 

of urban centres – the Kaliyuga crisis – the feudal culture – the regional variations – the 

critique of feudalism thesis – D.C. Sircar – Harbans Mukhia – B.D.Chattopadhyaya. 

 

5. The end of feudalism: The political explanation – the thesis of class contradiction – 

Maurice Dobb and the transition debate – the experience on non-European societies. 

 

Readings: 

Joseph Strayer, Feudalism 

John Critcley, Feudalism 

F.L.Ganshoff, Feudalism 

Eileen Power, The Medieval People 

Marc Bloch, Feudal Society, 2 vols. 

D.D.Kosambi, Introduction to the Study of Indian History  

Vijay Kumar Thakur, Historiography of Indian Feudalism 

R.S.Sharma,  Indian Feudalism 

 " " , Urban Decay in India. 

D.N.Jha,  ed., The Feudal Order 

Harbans Mukhia, ed., The Feudalism Debate. 

Maurice Dobb,Studies in the Development of Capitalism 

Rodney Hilton, ed., The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism 

Henri Pirenne, Mohammed and Charlemagne 

 " ", Social and Economic History of Medieval Europe 

A.F.Havighurst, The Pirenne Thesis. 
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STATE AND SOCIETY IN INDIA – c. A.D 1000 - 1800 

1. The structure and Composition of State under the Sultans of Delhi:   
      Institutions and Practices of Administration – Nature and Working of the  

      Government – The Influence of Religion, Trade and Urbanism on the  

      State –  Characterisation of the State 

 

2. State in Southern India:  Pallava, Pandya, Chera and Chola States –  

Theories of Characterisation: Centralised and Bureaucratic Model – The 

Feudal Model – The Segmentary Model – The Debates – The Influence of the 

Temple and the Landed on the Structure of the State 

3. The Rajput State: The Structure and Combination – The Form of the  

      Rajput Government – The Nature of Institutions – The Working of the  

      State 

 

4. The  Mughal State: Forces of  Centralisation and Decentralisation –  

      Institutions and Organisations – Bureaucracy  and the Nobles – The  

      Changing Character and Nature of Working of the State – The Influence  

      of Race, Religion, Trade and Agriculture on the State –  Characterisation  

      of the State: Conceptual Consideration 

 

5. The State under the Vijayanagara Rulers:  The Structure and  

      Composition of the Vijayanagara State –  The Institutions and  

      Organisations of the State – The Influence of Agriculture and  

      Foreign trade   –  Characterisation of the State 

 

6. The Maratha State: The Structure and Composition of the Maratha State –  

The Institutions and Organisations  – The Influence of Agriculture and  

      trade   –  Theories of the Characterisation of the Maratha State 

Readings 

 

Andre Wink, Al Hind: The Making of the Indo-Islamic World, 2 vols.  (vol.I 7
th
 – 11

th
  

centuries. vol.II. 11
th
 – 13

th
 centuries)Oxford University Press, New Delhi. 1999.  

Nilakanta Sastri, The Colas, Madras University Publications 

Burton Stein (ed),  Essays on South India, Vikas Publishing House, new Delhi 

Burton stein, Peasant state and Society in Medieval south India, Oxford University Press,  

 New Delhi  

Kesavan Veluthat, Political Structure in Early Medieval South India, Orient Longmann,  

 New Delhi 

C. Minakshi, Society and Administration Under the Pallavas, Madras University, 

 Publication           

N. Karashima,  State and Society in South India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

N. Karashima, Towards New Formations, Oxford University Press 

H. Kulka (ed), The State in India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Mohd. Habib, Politics and Society in Medieval  India. 



I.H. Quereshi, Administration of the Mughal Empire. 

M.Aalthar Ali, Moghul  Nobility under Aaurangazeb, Oxford University Press, New  

 Delhi. 

John F. Richards, Mughal Empire, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

Musaffar Alam & Sanjay Subrahmaniyan, The  Mughal State, Oxford University Press 

Irfan  Habib, An Atlas of the Mughal Empire, Oxford University Press 

Althar Ali, Aparatus of the Empire, Oxford University Press 

Satish Chandra, Parties and Polities of the Mughal Court, Oxford University Press. 

Stewart Gordon, Marathas, Oxford University Press 

Richard Fox,  Kin, Clan, Raja and Rule, Oxford University Press. 

Nicholas.B. Dirks, The Hollow Crown, Oxford University Press 

Rao, Shulman &   Sanjay Subrahmanyan, Symbols of Substance, Oxford University Press 

 

 


