
Mangalore University                                                                                                                                       
Department of Political Science                                                                                                                                                         

PSH 502: SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH: PERSPECTIVES AND 

METHODS 

Course Objectives:  

1. To introduce students to the larger framework of social science research  

2. To familiarize students with the essentials of research work 

3. To enable students to grasp the theoretical frameworks of research 

4. To familiarize students the quantitative tools of research 

 

Course Outcomes: The course will enable students to –  

1. Understand the complex universe of social science and its modes of understanding  

2. Effectively reflect upon the issues of social science research  

3. Employ competently the techniques and methods in social research 

4. Explore remedies to the challenges facing Social Science Research. 

 

BLOCK I: INTRODUCTION  

UNIT 1 Natural and Social Science Contemporary Debates  

UNIT 2 Historical Formation of Social Science  

UNIT 3 Inter-disciplinary, Multi-disciplinary and Trans-disciplinary Perspectives  

UNIT 4 Method and Methodology  

 

BLOCK II: PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS AND METHODOLOGICAL 

PERSPECTIVES  

UNIT 5 Empiricism, Positivism and Logical Positivism: The discourse on Science and 

Scientificity 

UNIT 6 The Linguistic Turn and Hermeneutics  

UNIT 7 Structuralism and Post Structuralism  

UNIT 8 Post Modernism, Deconstruction and Post Colonialism  

 

BLOCK III: RESEARCH MOTHODS  

UNIT 9 Importance and Procedures  

UNIT 10 Dedutive& Inductive Method  

UNIT 11 Literature Survey, Observation and Content  

UNIT 12 Research Design, Hypothesis, Questionnaire, Case study and Interview Schedule  

 

BLOCK IV: QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES  

UNIT 13 Importance and Procedures  

UNIT 14 Data Editing and coding  

UNIT 15 Data classification and Tabulation  

UNIT 16 SPSS and Non-Parametric tests 
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