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HARD CORE COURSE GYH 552: Regional Planning and Development 
 

Course Learning Outcomes:  

CO1: Understand the significance of decentralized planning  

CO2: Understand the planning process at each level of Local Institutions  

CO3: Evaluate role of the Local Governments in the planning  

CO4: Comprehend the advantages of local level planning with people’s participation  

CO5: Create a spatial data base for local level planning  

 

Course Content: 

Unit 1: Concept of region: Types, hierarchy and characteristics of regions, delineation methods 

of regions – Formal, functional and nodal. Geography and regional planning. Concept and 

scope of regional planning. Regional approaches. Principles, methods, techniques of regional 

planning, need for planning.                                                                     – 14    

Unit 2: Conceptual and theoretical frame work of regional planning: Growth pole and growth 

foci.  Planning processes: Sectoral, multilevel, decentralized planning. Integrated area 

development planning (IADP). Planning for tribal and hill areas, drought prone areas, 

command areas and watershed. Planning for metropolitan region: CDP, satellite towns, urban 

green belt.                                               – 13  

Unit 3: Concept of development, indicators of development. Regional imbalance.  

Regionaldevelopment strategies. Problems and issues in regional planning.  

Sustainabledevelopment of regions. Regionalization of India: Based on natural, economic and 

administration (macro and meso levels only).                                 – 14  

 Unit 4: Theories of regional development: Central place theory, diffusion theory 

(Hegerstand’s). The role of locational theories in regional planning process.  An evaluation of 

regional disparities / imbalances – backward regions of India. Identification of backward areas, 

planning backward area. Causes and consequences regional disparities. Measures of 

disparities. Harnessing the information through GIS, remote sensing, GPS for regional 

planning and development.                                                                          – 13 
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