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SOCIETY AND POLITY IN EARLY INDIA (UPTO 2ND C.E) 

 

Learning objective: This course provides an insight  in to the emergence of Socio-

political institutions  in ancient India. 

 

Learning outcome: On successful completion of the course  the  students  will 

understanding the evolution of Socio-political institutions in  early India. 
 
 

 

1. Historiographical Considerations: State and Society as represented in Colonial 
writings – Oriental Despotism and Asiatic Society – the nationalist response – 
Marxist intervention. 

2. The Harappan Society:  Harappan Traditions - Archaeological Evidences for the 
Harappan Society and State – the Mode of Political expansion. 

3. Early Vedic Society: Social Organisation – Lineage society - Political Processes in 
Rigveda – the process of transition from Lineage to state – Centrality of the Raja – 
rituals, ideology and legitimation. 

4. Later Vedic Period: The eastward migration and settlement of the Ganga valley – 
iron and the democratisation of agriculture – assimilation of diverse ethnic elements 

– changes in economic and social organisation – rise of new arts and crafts – 
gahapathi and sethi - emergence of varnas and Ashramas –the rise of heterodox 
sects – Buddhism and Jainism. 

5. The Mauryan State and Society: The Tribal confederacies – Political structure of 
Mahajanapada –emergence of Nanda Monarchy – The Formation of Mauryan 

Empire – State in Arthasastra – State and Dhamma under Asoka. 
6. Society in South India: Megalithic traditions – social groups and rituals – Sangam 

society. 
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