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PSS406:  POLITICAL THEORY: IDEAS AND CONCEPTS 
 
Course Objectives:  

1. To introduce the students to the concepts and constructs in political theory  

2. To enable students to reflect on the basic issues in public life  

3. To grasp the complexities in structuring the political order 

4. To become aware of the sociological and political issues including institutions and process. 

 

Course Outcomes: The course will enable students to –   

1. Develop a framework to understand politics  

2. Develop a capacity to grasp socio-political context from normative perspective  

3. Evolve a critically enriched imagination of comparative perspective of politics- Western 

and India  

4. Examine modern political trends, debates, ideas and issues within the frame work of 

politics and society in general and India in particular. 

 

Block I : Framework 
Unit 1  Political Theory: Significance of the study  

Unit 2  Political Theory, Political Ideology. Political Thought, Political 

 Philosophy   

Unit 3 Analytical and Normative theory   

Unit 4  Evolution of political theory   Block II : Debates on State and individual  

Unit 5  Citizenship, Political participation  

Unit 6  Liberty, Equality, Justice  

Unit 7  Rights, Political Obligation  

Unit 8  Good governance  

 

Block III:  Debates on State and Society 
Unit 9  Power, authority, legitimacy  

Unit 10 Human Rights  

Unit 11 Civil Society  

Unit 12 New Social movements  

 

Block IV:  Politics and Society -Indian reflections 
Unit 13 Indian and Western Political Theory – Essentials, Convergence and  

 divergence 

Unit 14 Dharma; Karma; Swaraj; Resistance and Civil disobedience   

Unit 15 Hinduism and Hindutva; Secularism in India  

Unit 16 Social Justice 
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