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Course Objectives:

1. To introduce students to the basic concepts and categories of politics

2. To enable students to grasp and compare the working of political systems

3. To enable students to understand the significance of comparative methodology
4. To enable students to analyse political structures and forms of governance.

Course Outcomes: The course will enable equip students to —

1. Have clarity in understanding of the political processes in different countries
2. ldentify and distinguish the functioning of various political systems

3. Develop a capacity to assess objectively the outputs of political systems

4. Delineate political and social context of politics of various countries.

Block I: Introduction and approaches

Unit 1 Comparative Politics - Nature and significance
Unit 2 Systems theory, structural functionalism

Unit 3 Institutionalism, Political Economy approach
Unit 4 Constitution and constitutionalism

Block I1: Political structures and forms

Unit 5 Rule making and Rule implementation

Unit 6 Rule adjudication; Judicial review

Unit 7 Interest articulation and interest aggregation; Party systems
Unit 8 Electoral systems and Elections

Block I11: Social context of politics

Unit 9 Political Culture and Political Socialization
Unit 10 Political modernisation and Political Decay
Unit 11 Political Development

Unit 12 Political communication

Block I1V: Political process

Unit 13 Political authority and bureaucracy

Unit 14 Unitary and Federal government, Local governments
Unit 15 Legislature and Committee systems

Unit 16 Lobbying
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