
PSH 402: WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

 

Course Objectives:  

1. To familiarize the students with various schools of political thought   

2. To Enable students to critically reflect on the continuity and change in western political thought 

3. To make students to critically examine the shades of political thought and the complex character of state and 

politics  

4. To highlight and critically engage with the rational universe of the west and reflections on governance  

.   

Course Outcomes: 

The course will equip students to –   

1. Theoretically locate the diverse intellectual traditions of the west  

2. Have a nuanced reflection on its impact on contemporary world  

3. Examine and locate the changing patterns of western political thought 

4. Have a critical perspective on the state-society-politics interaction and implications  

 

UNIT 1:    Foundation of Western Political Thought  

1.1 Western Political thought- Importance of the study  

1.2 Pre-Platonic Political Thought; Socrates 

1.3 Plato- Republic & Later Writings   

1.4 Aristotle – On politics & Ethics; Cicero  

 

UNIT 2:   Medieval and Political Thought in Transition   

2.1 St. Augustine    

2.2 St. Thomas Aquinas  

2.3 Marsilius of Padua  

2.4 Political thought in transition - shift and features; Machiavelli 

 

UNIT 3:  Liberals and Utilitarians 

3.1 Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau  

3.2 T. H. Green 

3.3 Jeremy Bentham  

3.4 J. S. Mill 

 

UNIT 4: On State and Society 

4.1 Immanuel Kant   

4.2 G. W. F Hegel   

4.3 Karl Marx   

4.4 Lenin  
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