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To know the state and society in early India as articulated in historiography

To know the Harappan society and polity based on archaeological evidences

To know the society and polity during the Vedic age as well as the rise of heterodox sects
— Buddhism and Jainism.

To know the nature of the state and society during the Mauryan period.

To know the society of the Megalithic culture and during the Sangam age.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following :

ko

Realize the different types of sources and historiography for the study
Understand the nature of Harappan society and polity

Realize the nature of the Vedic society and polity

Understand to nature of state and society under the Mauryas

Realize the nature of society during the Megalithic and the sangam age.

**k*%

1. Historiographical Considerations: State and Society as represented in the colonial
writings — Oriental Despotism and the Asiatic Society — the nationalist response —
Marxist intervention.

2. The Harappan Society and Polity: The Proto-history- Harappan Traditions -
Archaeological evidences for the Harappan Society and State.

3. The Vedic Society and polity: Social organization in Rigvedic period — the process of
transition from Lineage society to state — Later VVedic Period: The eastward migration
and settlement of the Ganga valley — the use of iron and the democratization and
proliferation of agriculture — rise of new arts and crafts — gahapathi and sethi -
emergence of varnas and Ashramas — the rise of heterodox sects — Buddhism and
Jainism.

4. The Mauryan State and Society: The formation of the Mauryan Empire — State in
Arthasastra — State and Dhamma under Asoka.

5. Society and polity in South India: Megalithic traditions — social groups and rituals —
Sangam society and economy.
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