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MODERN KARNATAKA (c. AD 1750- 1956)  
Learning Objectives: 

1. To understand the nature of writings on Karnataka history and colonial formulations. 

2. To understand the role played by Karnataka in Indian politics in the colonial period. 

3. To learn the nature of colonial rule and its impact on Karnataka and indigenous response. 

4. To know the nature of political mobilization in Karnataka and the creation of  Karnataka. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following 

1. Understand the nature historiography and problems in writing the same. 

2. Understand state formation in Karnataka and creation of Karnataka identity. 

3. Understand the nature of colonialism and its impact on the modernization of the state.  

4. Understand the nature of resistance movements, political mobilizations, subaltern 

response, and unification movements in Karnataka. 

 
*** 

1. Introduction: Historiography – the Eighteenth century debate - Karnataka at the beginning of 

the 18th Century – South Indian politics and their repercussions. 

 

2. Karnataka under Haidarali and Tipu Sultan: British Imperialism and Haidarali- Tipu Sultan’s 

search for legitimacy- Attempts at modernization –State & religion- ‘Confrontations with 

Colonialism?’ Karnataka in 1799 – ‘Partition of Karnataka’ 

3. Colonialism in Karnataka:  Mysore and Coorg as Protectorates – Territories under Colonial 

Rule: Madras Karnataka, Bombay Karnataka - Hyderabad Karnataka – Peasant unrests in 

Protectorates and annexed territories: Nagara and Canara – Coorg Rebellions - Commissioners’ 

Rule in Mysore and Coorg – Restoration in Mysore. 

 

4. Karnataka 1881-1947: Social Legislations – Western Education – Industrialization –Public 

Works- Plantations – Political Reforms – towards responsible Government – ‘Renaissance’ in 

Karnataka -  Diwans’ regime and Mysore as a  “Model State.”   

 

5. Nationalism in Karnataka:  Early Phase of   Congress Politics – Non-Brahmin mobilizations - 

Freedom Movement in Princely Mysore and British territories – Towards Unification, 1956 – the 

Mahajan Report   
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