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Learning Objectives: 

1. To understand the cultural impact of colonial rule and Indian social reform movements. 

2. To understand the contributions of Indian intellectuals to the social awakening in the 19th 

century. 

3. To enlighten students, about the 20th century thinkers and their contributions. 

4. To understand the post Independence developments and their impact. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following 

1. Understand the process of intellectual movements in the 19th century under the impact of 

western ideas. 

2. Understand the nature of the social, political and economic issues that were debated. 

3. Understand the ideas of 20th century leaders who took up the political issues along with 

societal issues under colonialism. 

4. To understand the impact of the thinkers and their ideas after independence. 

 

*** 

1.  Introduction : 19th Century India – Historiography – Colonialism and Indian Renaissance – 

Rajaram Mohan Roy – Brahmo samaj – Liberalism and critique on religion – Dayananda 

Saraswati - Arya samaj – Cultural awakening and nationalism - Syed Ahmed Khan and the 

Aligarh movement – Swami Vivekananda – progressive thoughts on society and religion. 

 

2.  Jyotibha Phule : Satyashodhak samaj – critique of caste system and social reforms through 

education – Savitri Bai Phule and Women empowerment. 

 

3.  Gandhiji: Non-violence and Satyagraha – Sarvodaya philosophy – constructive programmes – 

Gramarajya - Vinobha Bhave and Bhoodan Movement. 

 

4.  B.R. Ambedkar : Analysis of caste system – Gandhi and Ambedkar debates – Antyodaya – 

Democracy and state socialism – Indian Constitution. 

 

5.  Jawaharlal Nehru :  Secularism, socialism and democracy –– Ram Manohar Lohia and Indian 

Socialism – Jayaprakash Narayan ; Total Revolution (Sampoorna Kranti), EMS Namboodaripad. 

 

Reading list: 
 

Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation, Oxford,1966 



David H. Bayley,  The Police and Political Development in India, Priceton,1969 

Paul Brass,  Language, Religion and Politics in North India, London, 1974 

Paul Brass, The Politics of India Since Independence, New Delhi, 1999. 

Micheael Brecher, Succession in India; A study in Decision -Making, London, 1966 

Biplab Dasgupta,  Agrarian Change and the New Technology in India, Geneva,1977 

Asgher Ali Engineer, (ed), Communal Riots in Post-Independent India, Hyderabad, 1984 Marc 

Galanter,  Competing Equalities: Law and the Backward Classes in India, Delhi,1984 

Robert Hardgrave  &  Stanley A .Kochanck,  India; Government and Politics in a Developing 

Nation, San Diego,1986 

Samuel P Huntington,  Political Order in Changing Societies,   Yale University Press, 1988 

Atul Kohli, The State and Poverty in India: The Politics of Reform, Cambridge,1987 

----, Democracy and Discontent: India’s  Growing Crisis of Governability, Cambridge, 1990. 

W.H.Morris- Jones, The Government and Politics of India, London, 1964 

David C Potter, India’s Political Administration 1919-1983, Oxford, 1986 

Anil Seal, The Transfer of Power and the Partition of India 

Raj Chandavarkar,  The Urban Working Classes in India, 1880-1950. 

Geraldine Forbes,  Indian Women in the Twentieth Century. 

David Ludden, Agriculture in Indian Society 

Susan Bayly,  Caste in South Asia. 

Geraldine Forbes,  Indian Women in the Twentieth Century. 

David Ludden, Agriculture in Indian Society 

Susan Bayly,  Caste in South Asia. 

Bipan Chandra,Essays in Contemporary India 

----------------- India Since Independence 

Ramachandra Guha, India After Gandhi : the History of the World’s largest Democracy, Delhi, 

2008. 

Sudipta Kaviraj (ed.), Politics in India, Delhi, 1997. 

B.R.Tomlinson,  The Economy of Modern India 1860-1970 

Gordon Johnson,  Government and Politics in India. 

Isher Judge Ahluwalia,  Industrial Growth in India: Stagnation since the Mid-Sixties, Walker k 

.Anderson & Shridhar Damle, The Brotherhood in Saffron: the Rastriya Swayam Sevak Sangah 

and Hindu Revivalism, New Delhi, 1987 

Kenneth Jones, Socio-Religions Reform Movements in British India, (Cambridge India, 1994). 

K.N. Panikkar, Culture, Ideology, Hegemony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in    

Colonial India, (Tulika, New Delhi, 1995). 

R.C. Majumdar, British Paramountcy and the Indian Renaissance, Pts. I & II. (Bharatiya  

 Vidya Bhavan) 

David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Indian Renaissance, 1773-1835, (California, 1969). 

Bipan Chandra, Communalism in Modern India, Vani Educational Books – Vikas, New Delhi, 

1984. 

O.P. Kejariwal, The Asiatic Society of India and the Discovery of India’s Past 1784-1838, 

(Oxford, 1988). 

Kamble J.R., Rise and awakening of Depressed classes in India, New Delhi, 1979. 

Dhananjaya Keer, Dr. Ambedkar : Life and Mission, Bombay, 1991. 

Published volumes on the writings and speeches of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Education Department, 

Govt. of Maharastra, Bombay. 


