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COLONIALISM AND NATIONALISM IN EAST ASIA SINCE 1800 AD 

 
Learning objectives: 

1. To know the theoretical formulations of Colonialism and Imperialism 

2. To know the process of the establishment of  Colonialism in East Asia 

3. To know the origin of Nationalism and its Theoretical  understanding 

4. To know the various dimensions  and dynamics of Nationalist Movements in east Asia 

 

Learning outcomes: 

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following: 

 

1. Understand the theoretical formulations of and debates on the problems of Colonialism 

and Imperialism 

2. Get enlightened on the process of western imperialism, its penetration in to East Asia and 

Establishment of Colonial Rule 

3. Understand the different modes of Colonial exploitation and extraction 

4. Become aware of the origins of Nationalism and nationalist movements in east Asia 

 

*** 

 

1. Colonialism and Imperialism : An Historiographical Revision – Hobson and Lenin on 

Economic Imperialism, Shempeter on Imperialism and Social classes, Baran and 

Economic Backwardness and A.G. Frank on Theory of Under development – Wallerstein 

on Modern World System 

2. The Establishment of Colonial Regimes 1800-1914: The World economic System in Asia 

before European hegemony – the Dutch realm in the Indonesian Archipelago and the 

capitalist culture system – Britain in Malasia and Protectorate system and France in 

Vietnam – capitalist penetration and scramble for concessions in China – European entry 

into Japan and Aristocratic Revolution. 

3. Nationalism in East Asia: Factors behind the genesis of Nationalism; nationalism and the 

narrative of identity – nation, nationality and nationalism – nation as imagined 

community – forms of nationalism – theories of nationalism – French, Marxist, 

Gandhian. 

4. Challenge and Response: Contradictions in colonialism: economy, society and state – 

regional rebellions and reforms – the colonial policy and national movements in China, 

Malaya, Indonesia and Indo-China – Meiji reform and rise of militarism.   
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