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COLONIALISM AND NATIONALISM IN WEST ASIA 

 

Learning objectives: 

1. To know the theoretical formulations of Colonialism and Imperialism 

2. To know the process of the establishment of colonialism in West Asia 

3. To know the origin of Nationalism and its Theoretical  understanding 

4. To know the various dimensions  and dynamics of Nationalist Movements in West Asia 

 

Learning outcomes: 

After completing the paper, students will come to know the following 

 

1. Understand the theoretical formulations of and debates on the problems of Colonialism 

and Imperialism 

2. Get enlightened on the process of western imperialism penetration in to Wast Asia and 

Establishment of Colonial Rule 

3. Understand the different modes of Colonial exploitation and extraction 

4. Become aware of the origins of Nationalism and nationalist movements in Wast Asia 

 

*** 

1. European Capitalism in West Asia: The Anatomy of power politics – Imperialism – Foreign 

affairs and domestic politics in Ottoman and Persian empires- Europe’s financial and 

economic penetration – relations between the Europeans – the English, the Russians and the 

French – trade monopoly system and Anglo-German colonial rivalry in West Asia. 

 

2. Modernity and transformation: Political impact of the West – economic and social changes – 

Islamic modernism and Islamic reformism – dissolution of the Ottoman and Persian empires 

– reform from above and Young Turk Movement- Tobacco regime and Constitutional 

revolution in Iran -–The World War I in West Asia. 

 

3. The impact of World War I and Russian Revolution: Abolition of Caliphate – League of 

Nations and Mandatory systems – Growth of Turkish Nationalism and Republican Turkey – 

conflict between State and Religion in Iran – The struggle for Arab Unity – Arabism and the 

Fertile Crescent states – Struggle between Modern Zionism and Palestinian Nationalism – 

Islam in state ideologies, foreign policies and opposition movement – impact of World War 

II - UNO and West Asia.  

 

4. Independence and Progress: Emergence of new Nations – the state of Israel and the 

Palestinian issue -  Clash of political interests – problems of political stability in Iran, Iraq, 

Turkey – social transformation and revivalism – Economic growth – interests of Super 

Powers in West Asia – Dimensions and implications of Oil developments in West Asia – 

Gulf Crisis – West Asian Peace Process. 
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